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Abstract

The challenges faced by migrant children in integrating into compulsory education fundamentally
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stem from systemic flaws in policy implementation mechanisms. Drawing on survey data from 776
migrant child households collected by the Beijing Collaborative Social Work Development Center in
2025 and Seventh National Population Census statistics, this study employs social exclusion theory
to categorize the barriers encountered by migrant children during school enrollment into three di-
mensions: institutional exclusion, economic exclusion, and cultural exclusion. Institutional exclu-
sion manifests through identity-based eligibility criteria and hierarchical prioritization systems that
exclude migrant children from formal educational channels; economic exclusion is reflected in spa-
tial allocation policies and rigid temporal constraints that create gaps in educational access due to
housing thresholds and fixed enrollment windows; cultural exclusion arises from evaluation frame-
works that marginalize migrant children as “outsiders” due to disparities between their cultural
background and mainstream educational norms. These three layers of exclusion form a self-rein-
forcing cycle, rooted in three key factors: fiscal considerations by local governments, entrenched
household registration-based resource distribution practices, and structural vulnerabilities faced
by migrant families. The core value of social work lies in addressing these challenges through tar-
geted interventions—including policy consultation, resource coordination, community engage-
ment, and advocacy efforts—to facilitate effective integration of migrant children into local educa-
tion systems.
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Figure 1. Analytical framework for admission eligibility rules from the perspective of social exclusion
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