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Abstract

This article compares two different livelihood transformation paths of farmers in M City and Q City
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in Yunnan Province through field research. The study found that due to its unique climate condi-
tions and cultural resources, the land and homestead in M City have high added value, thus forming
a “endogenous transformation” model with land capital as the mainstay and farmers “not leaving
the land or the village”. Farmers have diversified their livelihoods by selectively leasing land, devel-
oping high-value-added agriculture, and using residential land to run homestays and restaurants.
In contrast, the traditional agriculture in Q City has low efficiency and weak land productive func-
tion. This has led farmers to choose large-scale land transfer to obtain stable rent, and release core
labor force to enter the city to engage in non-agricultural work, thus forming a model of “exogenous
transformation” dominated by labor capital and farmers “leaving the land and leaving the village”.
This article uses rational choice theory to analyze that these two different transformation paths are
the rational decision results made by farmers based on cost-benefit balance under different field
conditions.
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