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Abstract

The rise of digital-intelligent technologies has not ended capital’s control over the labor process,
but instead promoted the in-depth transmutation of the form of the labor process. Based on Marx’s
labor process theory, this paper systematically analyzes threefold transmutations of the labor pro-
cess in the digital-intelligent era from three dimensions: means of labor, object of labor and laborer,
which are the barriers-oriented transformation of means of labor, the virtualization-oriented trans-
formation of object of labor, and the atomization-oriented transformation of laborers. It further re-
veals that beneath the surface of “freedom”, the logic of capital control remains unchanged, while
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the drive for value proliferation, the control power over the labor process, and the subordination
of labor to capital have all been deepened in a more concealed manner within algorithmic schedul-
ing and platform ecosystems. On this basis, this paper dialectically analyzes the dual effects of the
evolution of the labor process in the digital-intelligent era, and discusses future coping strategies
from three dimensions: the reconstruction of laborers’ subjectivity, the disenchantment of techno-
logical neutrality, and the exposure of the hidden logic of capital.
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