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Abstract

As an important carrier of regional characteristic resources, Geographical Indication (GI) Products
not only deliver industrial development value, but also gradually become core symbols for City Im-
age Communication. Taking Dongtai watermelon as the research object, this paper adopts the liter-
ature research method and case analysis method to explore the internal mechanism and practical
paths of how GI product symbols empower City Image Communication based on relevant theories
of Brand Communication and urban brand construction. The research finds that endowed with su-
perior natural resources, solid industrial foundation and GI brand advantages, Dongtai watermelon
has achieved high brand popularity and regional recognition, constructing a stable cognitive corre-
lation between product brands and Urban Brands. In the communication process, “sweetness”, the
most typical brand symbol of Dongtai watermelon, has extended from a product quality feature to
arepresentation of urban temperament, forming the brand image of “Sweet Dongtai” and realizing
the value transformation from product symbols to urban symbols. Furthermore, diversified com-
munication practices including brand building, media promotion, festival activities and integration
of agriculture and tourism strengthen the interactive relationship among product cognition, re-
gional cognition and urban cognition, and boost the coordinated communication of product brands
and Urban Brands. This study argues that the empowerment of City Image Communication by Geo-
graphical Indication Products is not a single Brand Communication activity, but a brand value re-
construction process driven by the integration of industrial, cultural and communication resources.
The communication practice of Dongtai watermelon verifies that building regionally distinctive Ur-
ban Brands based on characteristic Geographical Indication (GI) Products is a vital approach to op-
timize the effect of City Image Communication and enhance regional brand competitiveness, which
can provide practical references for similar GI products participating in Urban Brand construction.
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