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Abstract

Accelerating the construction of an independent knowledge system for the discipline of Marxist the-
ory is a major theoretical endeavor in advancing the Sinicization and modernization of Marxism in
the new era, as well as a core mission for the discipline to fulfill its leading role and achieve high-
quality development. The arrival of the digital-intelligent era presents significant opportunities for
building such a knowledge system—through innovation in knowledge production paradigms, en-
hanced theoretical interpretation capabilities, and expanded discourse dissemination frameworks.
At the same time, it also brings risks of alienation, including the overreach of instrumental ration-
ality, suspension of disciplinary agency, and the disenchantment of theoretical discourse, thereby
challenging the academic foundations, essential subjectivity, and value orientations of the disci-
pline’s autonomous knowledge system. In response to the dual tensions between technological em-
powerment and technological alienation, the discipline of Marxist theory must uphold the funda-
mental principle of preserving tradition while pursuing innovation. It should establish a new para-
digm of knowledge production centered on theory and supported by technology, reassert its sub-
jectivity and autonomy through strengthening foundational principles, and develop a new model of
Chinese-characteristic Marxist theoretical discourse suited to the digital-intelligent era. Ultimately,
this will enable deep integration and alignment between digital-intelligent technologies and the
construction of the discipline’s autonomous knowledge system, demonstrating the vibrant vitality
and contemporary significance of 21st-century Marxism.
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