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Abstract

The leniency system for admitting guilt and accepting punishment has made significant contribu-
tions to enhancing judicial efficiency and conserving judicial resources. However, its implementa-
tion has also exposed problems in sentencing design. Whether it is the proper determination of the
“scope of leniency,” the high adoption rate of sentencing recommendations, or the voluntariness of
the accused’s admission of guilt and acceptance of punishment, all these issues call for further
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improvement of the leniency system. This article explores the justification of the leniency system
for admitting guilt and accepting punishment, thereby providing theoretical support for it. It spe-
cifically analyzes the formalistic nature of the duty lawyer system and the potential procedural is-
sues underlying the high adoption rate of sentencing recommendations. At the same time, it refines
and improves the design of the leniency system from multiple perspectives—such as the trial-cen-
tered criminal procedure system, the principle of cooperation between the prosecution and the de-
fense, and the improvement of the duty lawyer system—with a view to enhancing the system'’s ef-
fectiveness, raising the quality and outcome of handling cases involving admission of guilt and ac-
ceptance of punishment, and further safeguarding the rights of the accused.
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