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Abstract

As a core platform for deepening bilateral production capacity cooperation and building cross-bor-
der industrial chains, the China-ASEAN Industrial Cooperation Zone holds significant importance
for promoting regional economic integration and enhancing the efficiency of cross-border indus-
trial collaboration. Employing symbiosis theory as the primary analytical framework, this paper
systematically examines the current state and practical challenges of cross-border industrial coop-
eration within the Zone. The findings indicate that the Zone has achieved notable progress in eco-
nomic output, industrial structure, foreign trade, and the development of key cross-border indus-
trial chains, with four major cross-border industrial chains and three distinct cooperation models
taking shape. However, from the perspective of symbiosis theory, several prominent challenges
persist, including a relatively low level of symbiosis and insufficient high-value synergy, an imbal-
ance among symbiotic units and loose benefit linkages, inefficient symbiotic interfaces and inade-
quate digital empowerment, and a lagging symbiotic environment with weak institutional coordi-
nation. In response, this paper proposes systematic recommendations to elevate the level of symbi-
osis, optimize symbiotic units, upgrade symbiotic interfaces, and improve the symbiotic environ-
ment, with the aim of facilitating the Zone’s evolution from primary factor agglomeration toward
higher-order reciprocal symbiosis.
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Figure 1. Economic output and proportion of Guangxi region and 7 prefecture-level cooperation zones from
2020 to0 2024
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Figure 2. Proportions and values of the three industries in the 7-city cooperation zone from 2020 to 2024
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Figure 3. Import and export volume of the 7 city cooperation zones from 2020 to 2024
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