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Abstract

This study investigates the research status and evolutionary trends in educational digitalization
through visual analysis of literature from seven representative educational journals indexed in the
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CNKI database from January 1, 2015, to December 31, 2025. CiteSpace and the BERTopic model
were employed to identify research hotspots, analyze thematic structures, and compare methodo-
logical differences. Additionally, recent five-year literature was examined to explore emerging re-
search frontiers. The results reveal a three-stage evolutionary framework of educational digitaliza-
tion: information technology-driven development, innovation in teaching models, and advance-
ment toward intelligent education. The findings further indicate that digital technology, digital lit-
eracy, and related intelligent applications will remain important research directions. Meanwhile,
greater attention should be given to weakening research frontiers and their potential transfor-
mation in future studies.
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Figure 1. Map of author and collaborating network distribution
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Figure 2. Collaboration map of research institutions
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Table 1. Statistics on keyword frequency and centrality
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Table 2. Top eight keyword clusters by node size (2015~2025)
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Table 3. Distribution of thematic keywords
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