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Abstract

This study takes the old and new editions of Grade 7 English textbooks published by People’s Edu-
cation Press as research objects. Based on a self-built corpus and an analytical framework for
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Chinese cultural content, it conducts a comparative analysis of the representation of Chinese culture
in the two editions from two dimensions: cultural content and presentation modes. The findings
reveal that both editions cover five major categories of cultural themes, among which national cul-
ture and daily culture account for the largest proportions, while the new edition features a substan-
tially higher frequency of cultural representations. In terms of presentation modes, the new edition
sees a remarkable increase in explicit cultural displays, reflecting targeted revisions aligned with
the new curriculum standards. The textbooks fulfill the curriculum mission of promoting exchanges
and mutual learning between Chinese and foreign cultures through language teaching. The compar-
ative analysis of this study can help teachers better understand and utilize textbooks in daily teach-
ing and strengthen their sense of national identity.
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Figure 1. Textbook cover
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Table 1. Chinese cultural content in the old and new PEP editions

= 1. FIBABMFEIHETAFTER

o IF AR 064 BT R
F—EUiH B )RIH — —
WHL e WL 4
i3 18 15.65% 24 10.08%
HE 5K 5 4.35% 21 8.82%
ElEpala FEgE 18 15.65% 25 10.50%
5 8 6.96% 12 5.04%
49 42.61% 82 34.45%
/Gy 21 18.26% 48 20.17%
T H R 9 7.83% 15 6.30%
HH ik FPEE TS 2 1.74% 10 4.20%
5 i 4 3.48% 5 2.10%
36 31.30% 78 32.77%
P EM 2 1.74% 12 5.04%
WAk NAEW 3 2.61% 7 2.94%
5 4.35% 19 7.98%
I 5 SCAL B 16 13.91% 40 16.81%
bRtk
16 13.91% 40 16.81%
X 2 1.74% 4 1.68%
o R 5 4.35% 8 3.36%
RS .
Wy SCAk B 2 1.74% 7 2.94%
9 7.83% 19 7.98%
Mt 115 100% 238 100%
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Table 2. Modes of Chinese cultural representation in the old and new PEP editions
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