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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the deep integration of social acceleration and consumerism, consumer
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behavior has gradually shifted away from the goal of satisfying genuine needs and has instead come
under the combined influence of the logic of capital accumulation, the mechanisms of symbolic pro-
duction, and the dynamics of technological acceleration; the alienation of consumption has thus be-
come a significant manifestation of the predicament of modernity. Drawing on the theory of social
acceleration, Hartmut Rosa argues that the root cause of alienation in modern society lies in the
disruption of the relationship between humans and the world, and proposes a solution centered on
“resonance.” Building on an examination of Rosa’s theory of resonance, this paper analyzes the
mechanisms of alienation in the experience of time, consumer relationships, and subjective experi-
ence within the consumer society. Using paid knowledge consumption as a case study, it examines
the challenges in establishing resonant relationships within actual consumer practices. On this ba-
sis, the paper further reflects on the potential risks of market co-optation facing the theory of reso-
nance and the inadequacies of institutional responses, and explores possible pathways for recon-
structing consumer ethics through resonant relationships.
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