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Abstract

In the digital-intelligent era, intelligent algorithms have become deeply embedded in the lives of
young people, giving rise to online circles bonded by shared interests and emotions, and making it
a norm for youth to inhabit these spaces. As a sociocultural phenomenon within the algorithmic field,
online circles possess distinctive formation mechanisms: real-world social stratification constitutes

XEF|IH: oA W B R RN E T SR B R 3R], AR AR, 2026, 15(8): 658-664.
DOI: 10.12677/ass.2026.158701


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ass
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.158701
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.158701
https://www.hanspub.org/

[LESE:

the social root of their formation; the decentralization and recentralization of youth on online plat-
forms constitute the technical root; and capital’s appropriation and contestation over youth atten-
tion constitute the capital root. Owing to the “Balkanization” of circles, the traffic-driven logic of
content production, and internal interaction rituals, the guidance of values faces predicaments in
communication, emotion, and practice. Accordingly, it is necessary to accurately grasp circle sub-
cultures so as to enrich the discourse system of value guidance; to purify the ecosystem of network
circles and foster a favorable environment for leading youth values; and to adhere to scientific in-
culcation while strengthening constructive interaction, thereby guiding young people to translate
value guidance into concrete action.
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