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Abstract

As digital technologies become increasingly embedded in the conservation and utilization of tradi-
tional villages, how residents participate and what role digital technologies play in this process re-
quire case-based examination. Taking the Anyi Ancient Village Cluster as a single case, this study
examines 14 traceable publicly available sources through document analysis and qualitative anal-
ysis of publicly available texts. The findings show that residents’ participation is mainly manifested
in organizational governance, cultural interpretation, employment and tourism operations, and
some cultural transmission practices. Cultural heritage and transmission practices provide a prac-
tical foundation; tourism benefits and benefit-sharing arrangements create participation opportu-
nities; institutionalized participation channels and rules establish structured avenues for partici-
pation; and population mobility and heritage conservation regulations constitute practical condi-
tions and constraints. Digital technologies primarily form a context for dissemination and service
applications and may broaden information circulation, business promotion, and service provision.
The further role of digital technologies in resident participation needs to be understood in relation
to benefit opportunities, institutional channels, digital capabilities, and community support. On this
basis, the study develops a practical logic framework.
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Table 1. Types, uses, and evidentiary boundaries of publicly available materials on the Anyi ancient village cluster
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Table 2. Analytical process and representative evidence from publicly available materials
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Figure 1. A Practical logic framework for residents’ participation in cultural heritage conservation in traditional villages in the
context of digital technology
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