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Abstract

This paper explores the construction paths of social support networks adapted to urban vulnerable
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children based on social network theory. Taking social network theory as an analytical tool, it de-
fines the core concepts of urban vulnerable children and social support networks, sorts out practi-
cal dilemmas from the dimensions of network structure and relational ties, and designs interven-
tion schemes adopting professional social work methods. The study finds that the informal support
networks of urban vulnerable children feature a simplex structure with weakened supportive func-
tions of strong family ties. Structural holes exist among various assistance-providing subjects, re-
sulting in fragmented collaboration. Social workers can act as bridges: they may repair strong ties
within families, peer groups and neighborhoods through casework, group work and community
work, and expand diverse weak-tie resources by coordinating schools, civil-affairs authorities and
public-welfare organizations. Furthermore, multi-organizational collaboration helps build a long-
term and professional child-protection support system.
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