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Abstract

The digital economy has given rise to large-scale new forms of employment; accordingly, the occu-
pational injury insurance system should evolve alongside these new employment patterns to meet
their changing demands. This paper focuses on improving the occupational injury insurance system
for workers employed in these new business models, examining the operational logic and short-
comings of the current system through a literature review. The study finds that the weakening of
the subordinate relationship inherent in employment within these new business models has left
many workers facing a dual dilemma—Ilacking a sufficient legal basis for claiming compensation
and having inadequate standards for determining liability—beyond the scope of traditional work-
related injury insurance coverage. A specialized occupational injury protection system should be
established. In terms of its scope of application, this system should use “occupational activity” ra-
ther than “employment relationship” as the criterion for determining eligibility for insurance cov-
erage, thereby precisely defining the group of beneficiaries; regarding the enrollment mechanism,
it should explore a tripartite contribution-sharing system; and in terms of institutional design, it
should center on two key pillars—treatment and rehabilitation—optimize the benefit payment
structure, and appropriately extend the duration of coverage. This paper aims to provide theoreti-
cal support and practical pathways for addressing the challenges surrounding occupational injury
protection for workers in these new business models.
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