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Abstract

In the new era, the digital economy is increasingly integrated with various aspects of rural produc-
tion and life, providing an important opportunity for optimizing rural income distribution and
promoting farmers’ income growth and distributional fairness. Based on the internal logical
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relationship of the four links of “production, distribution, exchange, and consumption” in Marx’s
theory of social reproduction, this paper analyzes the mechanism by which the digital economy af-
fects rural income distribution. It also addresses major practical problems in these four links, such
as weak digital infrastructure, mismatch between talent supply and demand, barriers to data shar-
ing, limited consumption potential, and inadequate market governance, and proposes suggestions
including improving rural digital infrastructure, promoting the digital transformation of rural in-
dustries, cultivating rural digital talents, perfecting the mechanism for rural data openness and
sharing, and optimizing rural digital governance. The aim is to explore a realistic path to utilize the
digital economy to promote farmers’ income growth and distributional fairness.
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