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Abstract

University student-aided education is a key measure to implement the fundamental task of foster-
ing virtue through education and safeguard educational equity, which is undergoing a paradigm
transformation from “security-oriented funding” to “equal emphasis on security and development”.
Currently, student-aided education is no longer limited to addressing material deprivation among
students from financially disadvantaged families. It not only undertakes the bottom-line function of
relieving economic pressure, but also shoulders the comprehensive educational missions including
value guidance, aspiration-wisdom cultivation, personality shaping and capacity improvement. It
serves as a vital institutional carrier for intergenerational poverty alleviation, cultivating new-era
talents and advancing the modernization of higher-education governance. Nevertheless, practical
challenges remain: the long-standing separation between financial support and educational func-
tion has not been fundamentally resolved; accurate identification of disadvantaged students is hin-
dered by hidden and relative poverty; multi-agent collaborative mechanisms operate inefficiently;
digital empowerment is insufficient; the evaluation system for educational outcomes needs im-
provement; and psychological care as well as subjectivity cultivation for aided students are inade-
quate. Based on the core concept of development-oriented funding, universities should adhere to
the fundamental goal of fostering virtue through education. Comprehensive countermeasures are
proposed: strengthening value guidance, optimizing the whole-chain precise funding system, con-
structing multi-party collaborative educational ecosystem, promoting in-depth digital empower-
ment for smart student aid, and establishing closed-loop outcome evaluation together with risk pre-
vention-control mechanism. Balancing material support, psychological counseling, competence
training and spiritual cultivation, universities can realize the organic integration of poverty relief,
intellectual improvement and aspiration cultivation, so as to promote higher-quality and more sus-
tainable development of university student-aided education.
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