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Abstract

The labour force is a key driver of rural industrial development and rural revitalisation. For a long
time, there has been a continuous flow of rural labour towards urban areas; whilst this has in-
creased household incomes, it has also left some rural areas facing issues such as population
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outflow, an ageing workforce and a lack of development momentum. As the rural revitalisation
strategy is implemented in greater depth, how industrial development can promote the return of
the labour force has become a crucial issue in the restructuring of rural human capital. Based on the
push-pull theory and the life cycle theory, this paper constructs an analytical framework and uses
the development of the bamboo weaving industry in Pingliaopo Hamlet, Heping Village, Yashan
Town, Bobai County, Yulin City, Guangxi, as a case study to analyze the mechanisms of rural labor
return against the backdrop of industrial revitalization. The study finds that the revitalisation of
rural industries can strengthen rural pull factors by expanding employment, raising income expec-
tations and improving conditions for entrepreneurship, whilst competition for urban employment,
the cost of living and insufficient social integration constitute push factors for labour outflow; how-
ever, factors such as insufficient industrial stability, shortcomings in public services and inadequate
governance capacity continue to create barriers to return migration. Therefore, efforts should be
made to promote the coordinated development of industrial growth, public services, social integra-
tion and rural governance, thereby facilitating a shift in the labour force from “returning” to “stay-
ing in the countryside”.
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Figure 1. An analytical framework for the return of migrant workers
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