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Abstract

Digital ideological and political education empowering comprehensive rural revitalization repre-
sents both an inevitable requirement for the digital transformation of ideological and political ed-
ucation and a contemporary application of Marxist theory of urban-rural relations. Taking this the-
ory as the analytical framework, this paper extracts three propositions: the emergence and subla-
tion of urban-rural antagonism, the old division of labor and human emancipation, as well as the
independence and subordination of spiritual production. These propositions are transformed from
contextual narratives into operable analytical tools. The study finds that digital ideological and po-
litical education generates dual effects of “empowerment” and “solidification” in rural areas. While
it can integrate high-quality resources, revitalize local rural culture and foster subject identity, its
development is constrained by inadequate infrastructure and teachers. More importantly, it is re-
stricted by the urban-centered allocation of means of spiritual production and the usurpation of
value rationality by technical rationality. The digital divide has extended from the access dimension
to the dimension of spiritual production, which essentially reflects the positional disparity of rural
areas in the division of spiritual production. A comparison between Yucun Village and the National
Smart Education Platform for Primary and Secondary Schools demonstrates that the vitality of con-
tent originates from authentic local stories, whereas the replicability of cases relies on institutional
support. Accordingly, four approaches are proposed: constructing an integrated urban-rural plat-
form, stimulating the production oflocal rural content, innovating co-created educational scenarios,
and regulating technological alienation through institutions. This paper advocates taking the two-
way flow of urban and rural factors and equality in spiritual production as the value benchmark, so
as to advance digital ideological and political education from “designing for rural areas” toward “co-
creating with rural areas”.
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