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Abstract

Taking Huasangqi, a district-level intangible cultural heritage item in Zouma Town, Chongqing, as a
case study, this article draws on interviews with tradition bearers and field observation. It also
draws on heritagization, authenticity, cultural memory, community participation, and practice the-
ory and examines how a recreational tradition embedded in rural everyday life has adjusted after
inclusion on an intangible cultural heritage list. Huasanqi was sustained through agricultural leisure,
acquaintance-based interaction, and readily available objects. Rule documentation, recognition of
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representative bearers, and public presentation have increased visibility while also changing some
settings and meanings of practice. Local participants actively respond by teaching rules, offering
contemporary interpretations, and proposing weekend classes, digital play, school outreach, com-
petitions, and a transmission base to address practical difficulties. The article distinguishes authen-
ticity at the levels of basic form, situated practice, and social relations. It argues that the central
issue is whether common communication methods are compatible with the characteristics of a par-
ticipatory, everyday game, rather than the abstract safeguarding arrangements themselves.
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