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Abstract

Led by innovation, new quality productive forces achieve qualitative leaps in productive capacity
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by virtue of new technologies and new factors. As a critical driving engine, the digital economy fur-
nishes factor foundations, technological tools and industrial carriers for the cultivation of new-
quality productive forces. From the perspectives of industrial economics and innovation economics,
this paper analyzes the internal logic through which the digital economy boosts new-quality pro-
ductive forces along four dimensions: factor restructuring, technological innovation, industrial it-
eration, and institutional environment. It identifies core variables including data factors, computing
power-algorithms, digital-real integration, and platform ecology, and unpacks the progressive
mechanism of “empowerment of underlying factors - transmission via mid-tier technology and in-
dustry - leap of top-level productive forces”. Furthermore, it investigates practical constraints such
as the digital divide, high transformation costs and insufficient factor synergy in the empowerment
process. Corresponding optimization paths are proposed, offering theoretical references for re-
gions to foster new-quality productive forces relying on the digital economy.
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