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Abstract

The aim of this study is to investigate the dysregulation of Frizzled-7 (FZD7) in hepatocellular car-
cinoma (HCC) and its functional role on tumor cell proliferation. We first analyzed FZD7 expression
profiles in HCC versus adjacent non-tumorous liver tissues using public databases. Next, we estab-
lished a murine orthotopic HCC model and validated FZD7 protein expression levels in tumor tis-
sues viaimmunohistochemistry (IHC). To assess causality, we generated lentiviral vectors for stable
FZD7 overexpression and shRNA-mediated knockdown through standardized molecular cloning
and viral packaging protocols; isogenic HCC cell lines with consistent genetic backgrounds were es-
tablished following puromycin selection. Cell proliferation dynamics were quantified in real time
using a label-free, impedance-based cellular analysis system (xCELLigence), while endogenous
CCNA2 protein levels were examined by western blot. Bioinformatic analyses and in vivo experi-
mental data collectively demonstrate significant upregulation of FZD7 in HCC tissues. Functionally,
FZD7 overexpression enhances, whereas its knockdown suppresses HCC cell proliferation. Mecha-
nistically, elevated FZD7 promotes 3-Catenin nuclear translocation and subsequent transcriptional
activation of the downstream target gene CCNA2. High expression of FZD7 in hepatocellular carci-
noma cells promotes tumor cell growth and proliferation, suggesting its potential as a diagnostic
biomarker and therapeutic target for hepatocellular carcinoma.
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1. 5|

FTAH T8 (HCC) 2 R I e AR R, S S SRR 5 S e s e FL % Do PRARFALE , A 1R 245997
AR, IR YR R DR R [ 8 7T S s LA FTRLARI[1]-[3] . 4288 Wnt/g-catenin @
S O AR TR IS AL BOAZ o5 R (AXZ) 20%~30%THiE 777 p-Catenin FRIA S, $7miz(5 5l
St P AR B2 S 3R L T RE AR R SO (1) B B RIN[4]-[7]. i8R 7 (Frizzled 7, FZD7) 12y Wit @
i EWCUREEESZ AR, 2 TG RAEA S AE Y5 B A FUIESE, FZD7 5 M08 R R R s DIRI DG, HLaRikoK
Pl ReS MR R 6 I S A ROBUS DR R (7] IUA SCERSER, FZD7 m] BAGRE 40 g
AN AT A 58, WA AT e AE TS T 1A B A [ 7] [8]. 4NHFE W1 9 CCNA2 /& Wit/j-catenin 3@ T
W E AN, SIS GL/S AT G2/M e, BT FTIIESE CCNAZ 8 i h S 8 E U I (i 4t iR T B
YFR[9]. A BTN FZDT 438 18 1 CCNDL 45314, {H FZD7 fig 7 il 115 CCNAZ S [T 41 s
2 L B 3 B S B AT IR R [10] -

B TR 23 S B 2 3t AR AL FZD7 i RGE 2R, st/ RUTHE AR L S UKF B
ESE FZD7 AEfHE R W RiE . 25, DI RIEMEAR FZD7 f A FHa AN AL, R]F SEi e b 4l
H 5y M R GUIE W] FZD7 (e BT AN s A M Mg A, IR AR I B FZD7 W] LG e AT A0 g f 41 5-Catenin #%5
PRI IRTE CCNA2 RILAEA, WIPRW] FZD7 5 4NN Wt 5 CCNA2 RiA SE LT A i 41 i 1
B o
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2. KBNS %
2.1 MR

4 i HEK-293T Al SNU-182 >KyR-T Rl bt Figam e, IHH-7 SRIRE T eCnl i BAEY) . 4L C3He
ANEREH B M R R R 22 SRR A AR A o 4 RS SR G T 44 3000 SKVR T FEER K /RBHEL, 5146 BUR
a4 i SRR T B4 TAY). RT-PCR Al PCR G RIE T RV A F . —PORIET e EYRIZ 1%
TR, PRI TR o R AEY), ECL AOGHURIE T334 . ARG FEAR E-Plate 16 K J& T 24 # 0 .
S PR SR AN AN B A% B B R BOR IR T 3B RAEW . 5I4E BORSE RN P B2 T AR 5E

2.2. YHpAKESE

SNU-182 FF¥ 40 A & 20%J8 4 & ) RPMI-1640 £ 3235 5%, IR F:3R8E N 37°C. 5% CO;
1ERIG IR A A KRl & 2 80%~90%I, 18 0.25% kR AL 4Ri, 52 4B IMEAC. Fi. e
N S50 .

23. EERESEHRERFNE

AN 40 mRNA iR, H RT-PCR [e#%3%3k45 cDNAs, 2R )5 H FZD7 B:PRRE w1t 51 Mid i & Ok
H PCR 3K FZD7 R4 td X 741, d ik B i 14 A D) BEAL A9\ pLVX-ACGFP1-N1 1875 2 & ik i fA o,
10N pLVX-FZD7. [Alf, &k FZD7 [ ) shDNA, 4 A\ 18555 8 T 3k (0GLVHL/GFP + Puro), icA
LV3-FZD7.

FZD7 E3751%): 5-GAATTCGCCACCATGAGGGACCCCGGCGCGGCCGCTCCGCT-3’

FZD7 Fi#51%: 5-GGATCCGCTACCGCAGTCTCCCCCTTGCTGCTGTGGC-3’

FZD7 shDNA 1F X4 :

5’-GATCCGCAGCCGTACCACGGAGAGAATCAAGAGATTCTCTCCGTGGTAC-
GGCTGCTTTTTTG-3

FZD7 shDNA Jx S :

5-AATTCAAAAAAGCAGCCGTACCACGGAGAGAATCTCTTGATTCTCTCCGTGGTAC-
GGCTGCG-3’

2.4, 504 v pELNpaMRHE

K18 8 RIA R pLVX-FZD7 B85 TPk 5 5 B ORI (pLPL. pLP2 Al pLP/VSVG)ILHE 4t
203T 4/, BAH & HAF SRR 2R RN . 1 B AR 4HI, H& 1 ng/mL RIS B2 2 (M Al 35 57
TOTE H AR, SRS SRR A T R S R B AT S

25. NRFFEREME M EARKED A

N ER TR A FH /N B 245 577 DEN/TAA S AV IR s o0 p i s S . /N R 41 2k
IEH FFHRE K, BT 30%REMEIRT, 4CHK 24 h BHLE VIR REIKGEVI TG
H-20°C. FLALIRE-15°C, VIFEE 7~10 um. AL AMFIEEIAG 15 min G H, H e
() LA B T W B PR 3 B B, FRiC R B T -20°CUKFE R AE, AT E B TR AR - et
(HE #efi), S b Y (IHC Jefh)sein s,

2.6. HE &M IHC 36
BBk, =R ER 5min, £ 4%% FHEEE % 10~15min, 7K¥t. A ARRGRG(E 5 %8, K
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FERR 4

Voo SRIG 1%ERER A4 74 2 min K PE. BRI IEE S 1 min, J5KPEET . et 58 i K
FE, BRAACER, WE/NRITEASURERAE N, X5 AR R L TR A 45

VKIED) =R R EIR 5 min, 4%2 FHBEE E 15 min, /K¥t. 5% BSA = iRE 4 15 min, W3FdH A
. N 1:100 Rk FZD7 —Pt, 4CHREH IR .. TBST 7840 ¥ei, I 1:400 #ikE ) HRP Fric i 4,
5 E 4h. DAB W AR R, KBEL IR N . PR RE R, —WIREY, hrmRE . g
HN FZD7 AR MR i, ST APEAS Ew AR RIEZE R

2.7. {HpEETE M
YH A1 5 SN TE R A 2 M RGE(RTCA) . Jeki 4rM i AL 3F 1+ %, LA 4000 AN/FL4E N E-Plate 16 L

B AL FRMURAATR 200 pL. K3 8 T RTCA Ml A, B AN 1h, #8500 96 h,
ARG EF R MM KIS WINEH G, it Hré i sE b
2.8. EHRGBIEENTE(WB)

WL, 245 BCA E B ER, MMALFREMIFRA M. Bk 8% A8 4> Bk, 80V 1H K Lk
BN, 300 mA fHFUER 2.5 h & PVDF JiE, 5% BSA ] 40 min, —#i FZD7. CCNA2 % 4CH% &
W, —HEREMSE 4h, TBST ik H ECL M eif%. UL GAPDH AINZ, XfLLAHE4I+ FZD7
F1 CCNA2 FR AN FRIAE .

2.9. BRFRARE(IFC)

M IE AL IS A T % EREFRIER, PBS iEVE 3 IR, 4% 2 EH BRI E 1 h, F 5% BSA =R
] 1 h, CCNA2 —#i(1:100 FRB) IR B it %, TBST j&¥E 3 ¥k, HZFFHFRCH I =HEEF 2 h,
TBST it 3 K, F & DAPI BIduae ey Kbt Al dst b, WOt RE BB W& e % E A .

3. &5
3.1. FFfEELAH FZD7 EBAREAS
A B

Expression of FZD7
4~ in LIHC based on Sample types

N ()
L L
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i
R S H
H

Normal Primary tumor
(n=50) (n=371)

TCGA samples o

H: (A) TCGA HilEE A FZD7 RN H UL IEF T HA R R IEAFA LR, BefmrREIERITH
Z(n=50), A EFEARICRERMEFREHL(n=371); FHENIBRERREFREZE AL, FHARVEERRE
PO i 3X (8], B R AR RIEAY: WA RIEZE T RAMOIFEA t 5, *+p < 0.01. LIHC: 4
BT ; TPM (transcripts per million): 47 i34, (B)HE ¥efa, N: /WNRIEHHFALZ, T: NRATHE
HE, (C) IHC Jeth 3Bt FZD7 72/ 55 H 4 1 3RIEKF o N: /NRIER A T: /ANRIFEH L.

Figure 1. The expression of FZD7 was upregulated in liver cancer
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WK 1 s, R TCGA Bl E i FHE 4L A (LIHC) B4, 704 FZD7 mRNA 7E 7 & 1 i 4 27
i 55 I LU 1 3R IE 7K, RIUFE AL 40 FZD7 [ SRAK B35 T m (B 1(A)) 2RI 55/ R 24
ZUHATUI R AL HE 3ett, 5958 A2V EL, /D B AL 200 B A5 308 (] 1(B))s [FIRS, HI IHC s
SN AL R B (R, BoRHEA L FZD7 RiE B ETHE (A 1(C)).

3.2. FZD7 {Ri# T4 pa = mpan s K H85E

AmpR promoter  5V40 poly(A) signal

. RSV promoter
A AmPR, Ty, Y B T HIVISLTR
- h  ree \%%le 5 psi pack
" &8 \GAG
Y RRE
CAP binding site - CRETICTS
lac promoter. T \ CMV enhancer
EREEEE X-FZD7 H LV3-FZD7
Mi3rev [y Pz o0 MV promoter HIVSLTR [']CMV promoter
o 3 ECoRI (2831) J
GRS
.
§ fi/ Cot, GFP
%
A% ShDNA-FZD7 T2A

H1 promoter

Cell proliferation Cell proliferation

—— LV3/SNU-182(Ctrl.)

»
°
1

~=—  OE-FZD7/JHH-7 ~=— KD-FZD7/SNU-182

——  pLVX-AcGFP/JHH-7(Ctrl.) 8+

° o
1 1

Cell index of proliferation
°
o
L

Cell index of proliferation

0 24 48 72 0 24 48 72
Time (h) Time (h)

7E: (A)FZD7 188 RIEH . (B) FZD7 27 sEmi{k#k k. (C) FZD7-GFP & & H7E NHE
M JHH-7 th&ik. (D) R EUR AR SNU-182 W5 FZD7. (E) i %Kik FZD7 123t T4
it g8 2 R P A KB B . (F) s FZD7 S0 JF- 400 it g 200 A 1) A K B B33 ) . #+p < 0.01.

Figure 2. FZD7 influences the growth and proliferation of HCC cells
2. FZD7 S0 AT ¢ R AR Ry 4 1K 1E5E
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AN JH4HM mRNA A5, @it RT-PCR Al frIt PCR ¥ #93k 15 FZD7 JEH A wtSIX, A=
BERIBHAHE pLVX-FZD7 (Kl 2(A)). RIS, #A4ME5p FZD7 sShDNA, ff A2 # T Hiak i Lv3 $1y
## LV3-FZD7 (Kl 2(B)). ¥4, sral1EmEEiiihiais 5 pLVX-FZD7 8¢ LV3-FZD7 3% 4« HEK-293T 4f
L, 0,25 X 7 PR 2 R 23 ) R N\ R 4 i JHH-7 (51 FZD7 ik BHIK) B SNU-182 (W 5 FZD7
FikgEm). KERERIEMNREFE, JFHRERBINEME FZDT 1 JHH-7 40(/4 2(C)) sl fag mi ik i
P FZD7 1) SNU-182 4 (1€ 2(D)). FHSERS Tehric i o 7 ikt i gn Bk b AT AR KA b, K I
ek FZD7 ] DL S5 - e 40 A ) AR R FE (1] 2(E)), Tl -4 P B N VR 1 FZD7 Rk s
A D1 2 A 0 A S T R (1] 2(F)), IE B FZD7 78 FFes 48 A oot 48 A 14 A K 3 B kA (i i/

3.3. FZD7 AT i AT 4HpE 4R A CCNA2 HIRIAE

102 kDa

27 kDa

102 kDa
75 kDa

49 kDa

36 kDa

: (A) FZD7 ek AT IR TE CCNA2 &Ik, (B) FZD7 5 CCNA2 7E A\ AT41 i P Y
Iy Ai L. (C) FZD7 {3k p-Catenin 2 1r o

Figure 3. FZD7 promotes the nuclear translocation of -Catenin and the expression of CCNA2
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DU FRIBFIRAE FZD7 N4 B i Fo 5, P AR 1 G2 EZeAs il FF e 40t v s 2 T IR
B, RO HIEE 1 A2 (CCNA2)BEZE FZD7 Rk hnimi T s bl FZD7 KA i AR (K 3(A))-
FZD7 /&Rt A0 7 SR G B 1, 76 R N A e dad s /) R4 n RS i J 32 5 30 40 g 1 (<
3(B)), 1M CCNA2 serEgifiufsih & it RIEMER, 5 FZD7 il b —e 25, BammEA
2 VAT g I B AR B R M s e AT A . 4 B Wint/B-Catenin {5 5 38 4 $2 7 41 it 391 2
Wt 15 555 Sm B RIS 0 T IR SE R, B A5 p-Catenin AAZSZHLSESE R Rk %, Bk, AT 4
JF FR AN LR FR ) p-Catenin & EARALIEAT 08T, RIIBERE FZD7 FKiAEWMN, MFF K p-Catenin & &
A% A (B s 3G N (1€ 3(C)), $7 FZD7 w] e &t 4% p-Catenin A% % 5 CCNA2 Kk
4. ¥1ig

Wt {5 SIEBEREIRIG R B RS PR T 0 S S, LS O AR A A 1 R A
RIETPIHEEZOMAE[11] [12]. 4 Wnt/s-Catenin 38 54 3805 & 5 K85 T Wit Bt ik 5 A2 4K Frizzled
FIER 7 Je 3324k LRPS/6 (454, #EiikasE p-Catenin HAE H AL, B30 T IesE R R 55[11] [13]. ¥T4E
KK, FZDT (£ Z M i @Rk, JUHAE T & 2 K [14]. ST, FZD7 78w b i) 2 Ak
e S AL RIS o 7 IR R R A R TR

A T A FEEAE B  HTIESE FZD7 fEATRE AL S0 e sk & T 55 AT L4 . A SOk CL 96 H
FZD7 i ik 5 I A 70 A i 1R 28 1 B A R TS 3 UIAH O, SCREHAE 9 I v AE 127 #E s 18 [15]
IR, A FC R P /D RAR AR G LSS, RIL FZD7 & ARE/KTFERE AL 1, R
e KA AR FZD7 R A KL TR S 5 i Sl s vl e B A BHER ARG RS B 3.

TRV IhEEZ T, AR B FZD7 I RIARECHEA RS, K FZD7 febs s
A KT . CAERTITIESE, FZD7 Wit 0% Wnt/g-catenin 15 5 38 B& A2 4t I 40 0 47 486 70 9 3
FH, ARSI AN AR A A R b R B R I [15] [16], FRATHIBTATSE B 2 M. fENUR b, T E
ik FZD7 {23t p-Catenin #5440, i 3E£E L Wt $EJE K 40 2R (1 CCNA2 [R5, inidi4m i & 3 gt
FE[17].

g bRTR, AT FZD7 R P 1 R IR RHE X ARG TR R, Wb R T FZD7 wRgidEd
W CCNA2 FRIA T 500 s 40 MO 3G BE, Oy B AR e AW ML S A B ] FZD7-CCNA2 $h13A TT 5K B 4
BET VB SE I ARYE . AR T AT Bl S8 ok 7 RN, RUIH A FF e (RS A [ 6 97 SR A BE BN B 1Y)
RS HE

oM
A B R 25 B RS 25 T 95 o 0 A SR 0 0 (B R 25 T 6 3
E&ME

A FE SR RITUE (B %5 B3RS L l-ZK [2024]— % 136)F1 2024 H= K22 AEAE Ak
YIGTHRITUE (0 H 45 :  2024106600490)F2 11 % Bl .
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