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Abstract

Neuroendocrine Prostate Cancer (NEPC) is a rare but highly aggressive subtype of prostate cancer
with an exceptionally high mortality rate. Clinically, NEPC is characterized by rapid disease progres-
sion, primary resistance or acquired resistance to conventional Androgen Receptor (AR)—targeted
therapies, and extremely poor prognosis. Although NEPC can arise de novo in a minority of cases, it
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more commonly develops through transdifferentiation of prostate adenocarcinoma under the se-
lective pressure of long-term Androgen Deprivation Therapy (ADT) or Androgen Receptor Pathway
Inhibitor (ARPI). However, the molecular mechanisms underlying this transdifferentiation remain
highly controversial. NEPC patients exhibit very low overall survival, and effective therapeutic op-
tions are currently limited, posing major challenges to clinical management. This review provides
a comprehensive overview of recent advances in NEPC research, aiming to inform future transla-
tional studies and the optimization of clinical treatment strategies.
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1. 51§

WA, Bl B DR 2H 22 R s A 2 TR R ON,  ORIER 22 ARG 2 B 22 Pl oG R o) 1 IR B R AE AP 42
PN 73 W B T 41 i8S (Nleuroendocrine Prostate Cancer, NEPC) & A8 Ak g v RIESN SAE L, ASFEIRY B9
TR IL[F YR T MR I A Y SRR AE [ 1]-[3] 0 IR R FEAMNAE R T NEPC R A+ AL ML, o8 B 5
AT AR I R PR AL T HIR Al . R, RG4S NEPC HIIGIRRIL. JRELE 50 FHHE, DA
S FUE D TT S0, 6 TS 12 S ) B T R O O s TS B R . A E A
NEPC 153 FEMFRAE, WG AR ERRHE, [RI PR G T7 IR S AE a7 8 7 w1, LAASA AR Sk NEPC
HIE W SG R E B TAER IS

2. DFHEYFRAE
B 2 AL BRI PR A T, S % NEPC (953 FAE R IEA T SR IAR . KR53,

NEPC (R4 SikEIFARMm s —HLl], MM ER . RL % 5 R N TR S22 IR
TR AR

2.1. ERHEEEHFHE

NEPC .2 5 5 22 FhRRAE 1 R 2H 208, I 280 B i A AR L B VR % VA G . Ho—, ERG
5 TMPRSS2 il &3 K 7E NEPC H IR ASRLIN 50%, 51051 IR IR AN 2, {H1E IE 5 04 40 w4 i
W3R IR B Rl A S E[4] [5]. BeAh, FEMRE S NEPC YR &R A, B 70 & BRI Ak 5 AR T 4 48 N 43
WIEAEAE LS TMPRSS2-ERG fila FF, X —iEHEH27% NEPC W] BRI B B ai i, 1 713 22 R 4
TIF 9T R 230 B e PR BTS2 6 1R SR 6] [ 7] He—, NEPC 53— 2 3L A 4RE & TP53 5 RB1 R
K, HZR 2 RAET EBBIT AN 4RSS . KERKITFFCIESE, TPS3 5 RB1 FIBEA B4 2 0K
B R A RG22 PN WA RE R TR I DG 4y A [8]-[12]

2.2. RMIBEE B MFFE

WAL RN 2 IR 5 NEPC 4 1% 28 v 580 N AR B RERF IR RO AZ o FL, £ 255 & DNA
FAb. HEE B &GO KSR, XA I R R S R S AE L 2 AR AS[13] [14] . BF
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FiiE7x, NEPC A2k [KZH DNA AR 25 354K 1% 1T 41 i (Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer,
CRPOVFERFEZESR, HiZHEMEX S0tk K E LA MRS A DI B 2 ) CHR[15]. (ERERM
&, IXUUHEEE B AL 2R AT L 41 i 3 5 DNA (cell-free DNA, cfDNA) RGN E], $oRHBAGE A4
Yibs EVIREAEME[16]. SICFER, & B 575 £ NEPC 4 il 5 5 4 f% R R #E G ER] . EZH2
{£°4 Polycomb #lifl| & &4 2 (Polycomb Repressive Complex 2, PRC2)[H#Z 04143, £ NEPC H 2 5% &3k
ORAS, Hodid /- A E A H3 5 27 A0 IR = AL (H3K 2 Tme3) (e i S JE R TR, 3k T DR 40 i 444
FaA[17]. WIRFETESRR I, 0] BEZH2 A AT P MR R 52 & (Androgen Receptor, AR)FIFKIL, MLREHY
SRR AT AR B [VETT U, DRt BEZH2 BN B 2T R DI B R [ 11] [18] [19].

2.3. HRETRERE

NEPC V2 5 4 B 7 55 R 1 10 57 5 s A o], G A o A e R A o 48 D) 90 W 3 B8 ) T i 5 4
REST {E A28 J0HE 5 1 25 R F) G 161 DX 7, 78 A0 21 B it I8 5 0 3R, T 7E NEPC o ) S5t 25 R i
[20][21]o REST B RAL AT 5 1 E N i b B (WIS RS R (1 AL RALZ)ERIE, IE R AR ) 4
L FE A AE S L TR (B AURKA) B0, AT (i 8k iR 41 a3 i 22] [23]. 7E AR 01T KK R, RNA
BYHEH 7 SRRM4 7KE REST BY# 4 0 Th RE I RIS , 3k — 20 ) 95 I3 il /E L ax 26 2 I $27% REST
N E NEPC #4128 N ) WAR BY T ) SR 8 23 1 F4F[24]-[26]0 53— B %1y ONECUT2, HAEN
R JZ SRR LR 2 K & R G R B R OAE T . IR RAEA 07 7%, NEPC ) ONECUT2 #
B E ST RYERTFIIRA L B R VR 5 B ARJE 2 CRPC (Spearman S0 AHK K%L = 0.54, P =
7.96e—35) [27]. Hl#I L, REST aliid44& ONECUT2 33 ¥ X 4| ik, MifE NEPC 1, REST
Thieth 2 530 ONECUT2 $ralF k), kMm@ 32 TN T 40 3k DR HE 5 28 74 70 W6 26 TR 1y 3 o7 5 Y
[28].

3. lIGPRAREEYFE

NEPC it R A B3 R i, BEnT 5 R AR, W ATTEIRYT I N B FIE M. H, JF k% NEPC
(de novo NEPC)YE R A HI 2l + 43 2 W, A E 2% [29] [30]. MHELZ R, 16977574 NEPC
(treatment emergent NEPC, t-NEPC) ¥ A& UL, £ CRPC 35 H IR R 0TIE 10%~17%, HEZ R
Jefs 24 o I % 2% 35 A T (Androgen Deprivation Therapy, ADT) Bk 2 52 148 % 4014177 (Androgen Recep-
tor Pathway Inhibitor, ARP)FIEFE T 71, KAERRESATIIER2] [3] [31]. MRFIEREERE , t-NEPC
TEIRFR T WAL 2 038 Joi B2E A |, 5 /02l ffe %Y NEPC (Small Cell-NEPC, SC-NEPC) K /N i fifiJes:
(Small Cell Lung Cancer, SCLC)f£1E & # HLAE[32]

t-NEPC & —2 & 5 5 i PR e o A 45 7R, t-NEPC 3 BE AT A8 R I 4/ N0 i b 28 P9 43
Ja, S LR T 2 e 2H 23 v [ B A AE R 8 P 43 WA B o) 5 B R B IR e Ay, X — I B AR IR
THEZF R3] [33] [34]. MWERRIEALPIERKTE, -NEPC % 2 A A AR HCBVE IR il 125
5 AR ARV /N A 22 N o Wi . [RG5S R NEPC #HEE, -NEPC 7EIfG R R U5 FE R 24
FRAE B3 2O B Rt Rk NEPC £ AR BAMERAL, & ffB 35 50 51 B4 5 P B s
(Prostate-Specific Antigen, PSA)ZK-F 1K AT F450% % AR B8] Y697 AN UK PG AN R 5 177 t-NEPC
o, EA AN i g 2H 22 T AS R 9 [RIRE T AR BB V697 JE R, PSA 7K1 5 g 67 fif B 2 AL,
Pt PG BTG B 22 (3] [34]; 52 AR, IRA T %41 t-NEPC B HEERIUN PSA KFE &,
4o 9% 2H 1k (Immunohistochemistry, THC)R I m] M52 21— @ FE L 1) AR Rk, HXT AR $E[a7697 A1 5 350
I3 U35
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3.1. HASFHE

TEZR )1, NEPC % RIS ARG ] /il iigg, OB A ZRHIE S HAR 38 B RIE M4 N
Sy IR R AR, BRI AR FRIAERA, (AW CERE 2 P4 9 2 W As S I (R,
NEPC 07 B (M5 AR RO 35 G 58, IX —RHAIE ] B 5 0 S AR BB M M B W AT N UIAR oG . AR H 57 T
A AR H R F 5y Fbrife, NEPC nl it —5r AR FEW AL /N fdE(Small Cell Carcinoma. SCPC A
B L), KA NEPC. ¥ Paneth 41 i) iR & (Adenocarcinoma with Paneth Cells, APC). 434k B 47K
29 IR (Carcinoid Tumor, CT-NEPC). {4148 P 7334 534k, 1] 14 (adenocarcinoma with neuroendocrine dif-
ferentiation) [36]-[39]. H:H', APC 5 CT-NEPC & TFWEKA, HEIGKHEWRNER. ok, EF7E—
PR AR, $hLE 43 b - BRVEIR IS8 (mixed NE carcinoma-acinar adenocarcinoma), %V A4 A /&
FERR B P B R S R 2, 28 T NEPC fEAH 215 /K- B35 = Bt [33] [36].

3.2. EENISHTFHE

IHC 7E NEPC fyi2Wih BAA s ZRHENE, IR I S 2 N b br S 648 INSMILL CgA.
SYP f CD56 [3] [36] [40]. MAF, &K FOXA2. CXCR2 ZBERiktn &Y. (HFsnnyE, &M
WA AT S T BRI B S AL, DU N IR B R 5E, AL AISE. NEPC (1132 1
[41], XFERBTHBERSIRET, 6B VA SR A A7 E R, AT PR 7 32 A s 22
258 Xz WrfER v .

EURT, PR IEAEETE 5 51 i b o R FR AP P9 20 SRR AE () THC AN, bR B =) e 1 o
2N A A IR R B M AR B . IR, THC A2 SR v REAFAEAS— 35, /D% NEPC Ji i) L 2 vl g
B AR N IR S, ICRBUNAR PSA /KF[42]. BTN, AL S0 Al 51 e i v 2%
5l NEPC 1@ —ANEsd f2, B0 FoLEAE EAEA IS, RASBUEEETWAMZ L. 7Rk
REREH, ) R A I ) B R A R I B, AT HE— B3N T 2 W 5 ARk [43]

EIZWSEEcrh, BRARI AR OS5 B AH G R R . A2 el RAREY)(I AR, NKX3.1. PSA)H
N kR EY) (U INSM1. SYP. CgA. CDS56), RA NEPC fHIERHEEE S %, ah, JiEmn e
5 NEPC ¥4kt frh, ¥ PR gn Mo 5 B 7t m, R IHC A Ki-67 fa 4k, mlihBhmh& N o
WP IE B VEAG 55 43 K [44] [45].

4. NEPC BI;8ITR

JUFUTAERWE TN 516 NEPC (197 5 HLIEI A — € AR, (BRI IR ST FBAT -+ 247 HAT,
Tt IR NEPC 18526771538 NEPC, —2kifyT i T BMHSALT N, XS E B 4% SCLC
SEH AN LA 2 A XU IR T AR BEE T SRR, ORI B0 NEPC (B IR Y7 SRS St A
I PR 1 B AR IR G B B, D S0 JE A TR i R A

4.1. ¥F7

7 NEPC MR G — MbsiE G775, BTEIRIR LB, DUEAZE g BRI A AT A2 B FH B
JUZ SN, Lo IR (Cisplatin) B & 1R FE I TF (Etoposide) 2 £ i R 77 %8461 NEPC (JUHL /& /ML BLIK
/NS NEPC)FELH AV ARFAE . 00 ik R A SR TT I E 5 SCLC iy BEARBL, - PRItk FL I R TR T SR 22
2% SCLC WHMLITA5[47]-[49]. MAERMLEIRE, IENET S5 DNA BERSTREL Y A B 45 14 520 DNA
s, WAEIAFE @S HE DNA T AABEILE MBI DNA RHS e, —F W E1EH A 305 S
AT . AHZT R R RN EON AR, FEARE IR O MM OB O 2E[50]-[52]. &
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NEPC HA & B M ARV 2 v, VA& A By 1 7 58 nl s o W [ Sl s AR G, e — 78
FE b AL 2 ) A

A BB RR IR R T R4 (Carboplatin) ik & 2 th 3¥(Cabazitaxel) 7 S 177 2L MAEFIHLHIK
F, R 50 DNA KA, +H0 DNA RIS HIAME S, I BE Lk e 20 i i) 48 5
A REATEEAPE DG EARME A RS, TREEGL020IR. I 160 H15
M £ AHCUME AT 21 I8 (metastatic Castration-Resistant Prostate Cancer, nCRPC) &3, H A5 6 41/ dH
MR F s B . S5 R BN, SEHAREMIEEL, AR R R A e AN 45 N H
(95% CI 3.5~5. ) IEK A 7.3 4 H(95% C15.5~8.2), KR 0.69 (95% C10.50~0.95, P =0.018). {HH Ti%
WEFE NN BN R T S e BB R A R IR, H AT M IGE A% S48 NEPC AR ) HAR A A7 3R o
[53].

ST E , NEPC X078 H R I A m T A B0, AT RUCAE RIS TRV AR, SRAS PR 24 1) PRk Hy
UK PR 7 AT AT 2. BLAMNTR R dE H, R NEPC XHMES AR BERGYT it 25,  H il
R 2 B7R AR FRIE T, (HE SR HTHe7R 5 +-NEPC iR — @ FE I AR 5 5i& 1, Ho T4
TE5 HT 5 R e 25 3 NEPC fAAEE B (3] [15]0 fEIRIRH, t-NEPC %854k A1 5 W5 21 /N M 1 7 5 s
BT IEAF R G LSRR, DI TSRS, ImPRHEFFAERFEE ADT WZEAE b, B2 R4/
RUERE IBIT TR

4.2. StRIVEGFER FHHMTR

NEPC AR AR S Je 22 Fh i DR 2H o3 S R Mg AR AL, X S AR BB VR 7 25 3 it T 3%
EJT I, HRTCA ZARMIAE N 74508 NEPC [IER IR THE A . i, s iR 7 2 34k
fiff 1 (Lysine-Specific Demethylase 1, LSD1) [ 4L 4085 1 H3 55 4 iz BR ) 2 564k, (E4ERF MR 41 i
T O A A R R FESCEE R . BT TSR EL, LSD1 Al 54545 A ZNF217 M EAEH, iG55
i H A e A 2R R 43 T I 4% [54] . [, LSD1 S 4% IESE & SCLC HITE(E G T #E 5[ 55], iIX H7R HAE NEPC
BT AT BE A B AT

N-myc/Aurora ¥l A (AURKA)(E 5 fli/& NEPC 1  — AN EH ZL A2 . AURKA #Iil57 Alisertib
AE ] N-myc F1'E 1822 7 Aurora-A Z [A][AH ELAEF, ATIHIH] N-myc {55, #i g i) 4 K
— TG RIR I GIN 60 5156 ot i B i 3, X Alisertib BT RGEATVRAY . S5 R EIR, MR ARIE
BTG T FELE 556 A H ok R A A7 2N 13.4%), HE BE R B3 %: Hr AURKA #7311
B 5 RE KA, AT N-myc A 5C 7 FHRRIE 1 B8 8 PR AP PRI TE 3R 6 [ 56 - IX SLHfF i 5 SRR W,
A 1) R AL P45 K73 N-Myc/AURKA 155188 107697 5%, A8 NEPC B $ 48 a7 I+

4.3. FBIGREIATT

Yo K 55 404 77 (Immune Checkpoint Inhibitors, 1CTs)3E 3 FELWT T 20 B 2 T A 4000 1) 24 308 6 (B 4 B A
AR, T 2R E A ARG IR B RE 77, AT SEIRUI R e i . SR8 ICTs 7EJR K b H s |
B i S R A2 B 2R G R b LB BT 2571591, {HAE CRPC sl F I R A R, 1% 5100 51 s
IR A A 5% 1) B8R G 2 PR PR B DA 5 [60]-[64 ] ITAER, HEEEAIRTT SRIK/E NEPC HIZR#T i ow HiE
7o BT NEPC 55 SCLC TEAEMZRHE bim FEARL, 40 7E SCLC S R S5 VR 7 SRS 8 A 5|
N NEPC fHF 7 H[65].

SCLC 35185 B A B 1Y e 9828 41 1 (Tumor Mutation Burden, TMB), 17 5 TMB #EAE$27 R 4
M SE Gy e RGN, D ER IS B i T U 66]. FE— TSR, —Z N PD-L1 %
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o2 S A 7R BT R R B BT (A tezolizumab) BE G AGTT , AR THRALST, BEEK T SCLC B3 Ba A4+
WIRTCHE R AEAE I, %5 R O3k FDA HEHE[67]. 7ERTFRRNE 1, XTI RAE A HEAT (1) Sy 440 Y2 4 AT RNA-
seq HE /MR R, NEPC f] PD-L1 Fik/KFET CRPC #EA, X$E8 NEPC B ] fef i A CRPC
B 5 M ICTs JAIT7 P3R5 [68][69]. 1H HRTEN%T NEPC () ICIs IS RWF 7T BN A IR, RN 5 S
% SCLC [IRIT 4% .

IbAh, ZARE ICIs BEATRTT IR IR IEAEHF e, 4% ICIs 5 PARP #7411 77
BT A T % . a0, WA R Bk B 5T (Pembrolizumab) B A 6 1% % JE (Lenvatinib) B #5 | Bk 8 457
(Atezolizumab) Bt A B K fL JE (Tivozanib) 241 & B HE NG ARG B[ 701-[72]; XUE Gue i 2 A BE W
FAEZ PP SRR 2 2R P EGUR RN, B ATAE NEPC IR ZR . FIRF, HZEiiS57 BXCL701
BcA ICIs, LAK DLL3 HE[aDSURE S B R S50 B e e 16 97 S, CEIG PR AT 7 Hh 708 Ji 0L HE V8 78 S ANME
[73]-[75]o SMATIE, RE24HET NEPC % iad7 A RIG ARG BR, (R Aiayr LR BGIRIT R
W) A K AT B2 A NEPC JA 77 AT i B 55 g 5 17

5. GRS RE

AL N 73U T A B R — R R AR FE R R R AT A B Y, BUER R, IESER OO AL E .
RANURIR 2 HAERE R B R, Iz HEAPPA 2 IR, (RIS W i i Bkl . fEiR) T T, H Al
— 8T R E BRSOV R LT, TR S AR T AL, (B AR AR 2 1, KU AN B
o B 7> T ML FERRIR N, B [ R 38 A% B LA L S B AGL 28 sl 11 1 70U BB 5 SRS 328 e UL L 2 FHT 35 7 o
SATT S, AW TRk F 2t — L W] NEPC 30070 7360k, @SOS MR Mk &R, IR
IR GRS T R, DU Ees BE IR AL R .
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