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Abstract

The dissemination and varietal evolution of agricultural species provide a critical lens for under-
standing regional socio-economic transformations. Focusing on pomegranate cultivation in Anhui
during the Ming and Qing dynasties, this study constructs an analytical framework encompassing
natural endowments, technological accumulation, market circulation, and cultural construction,
based on a systematic examination of historical sources. It argues that the formation of Anhui pom-
egranates as a local specialty product resulted from the interaction of multiple structural forces.
Favorable ecological conditions in the Huaibei region constituted the environmental foundation for
quality formation, while state-led migration and land reclamation policies in the early Ming, to-
gether with the diffusion of agricultural knowledge, facilitated both the expansion of cultivation and
varietal improvement. In the Qing period, the integration into regional markets through the Huai
River transport network accelerated commercialization and enabled reputation building. Despite
severe disruptions caused by warfare and flooding in the modern period, local practices of germplasm
preservation sustained the continuity of core genetic resources. The case of Anhui pomegranates
demonstrates that the emergence of local specialty products was shaped by the long-term interac-
tion of ecological conditions, institutional arrangements, and market networks. This study provides
a historically grounded explanation for the formation mechanisms of local agricultural specialties
in premodern China.
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