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Abstract

Reading comprehension occupies a pivotal position in English teaching and learning. First, this
paper surveys major studies of the task-based language teaching approach at home and abroad.
Next, the paper presents an experiment of teaching English reading comprehension at Chongzhen
High School by applying this approach. Then, the writer analyses the results and reaches her con-
clusions. This empirical study shows that flexible application of the task-based approach to Eng-
lish reading comprehension helps arouse students’ interest in learning, stimulate them to exert
their dynamic role and make it possible for them to develop team spirit and to study in a creative
manner, thus enhancing their skill for English reading comprehension.
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Table 1. Statistical data of the results of the English reading test before the teaching experiment by Class One, Grade One at
Chongzhen High School, Zhangjiagang
% 1. RKFEBERERES—(DIBRFIERIEEBNR RS S IT R

RIS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
(2PN 33 24 39 37 21 8 17 23
B4y 0.79 0.57 0.93 0.88 0.5 0.19 0.40 0.55
g 9 10 1 12 13 14 15
ot NBL 40 28 29 38 21 41 13
184y 0.95 0.67 0.69 0.90 0.50 0.98 0.31

Table 2. Statistical data of the results of the English reading test before the teaching experiment by Class Two, Grade One at
Chongzhen High School, Zhangjiagang
2. KFEBRAEDZS— QLW RIERILEENR SR IT R

RIS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Zxr NEL 36 25 40 39 20 9 18 24
18435 0.86 0.58 0.93 0.91 0.46 0.21 0.42 0.56
87 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
(2PN 41 28 33 37 23 41 14
B4y 0.95 0.65 0.77 0.86 0.53 0.95 0.33

Table 3. A comparison of the test results of the two classes before the experiment
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Table 4. Statistical data of the results of the English reading test after the experiment by Class One, Grade One at
Chongzhen High School, Zhangjiagang
4 RKRBREPES—()LRERERIVERR SRR

s 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
PN 35 26 38 22 36 29 24 19
[EYnES 0.83 0.62 0.90 0.52 0.86 0.69 0.57 0.45
s 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Zxr NEL 41 29 31 34 30 21 40
o3 0.97 0.69 0.74 0.81 0.71 0.50 0.95

Table 5. Statistical data of the results of the English reading test after the experiment by Class Two, Grade One at
Chongzhen High School, Zhangjiagang
=5 KREBREPES—QMLWERERITVEMR SRR

CRes 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Zx NEL 34 26 36 22 35 29 25 17
o3 0.79 0.60 0.84 0.51 0.81 0.67 0.58 0.40
ket 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Z X NEL 37 26 31 30 27 19 41
5y 0.86 0.60 0.72 0.70 0.62 0.44 0.95

Table 6. A comparison of the test results of the two classes after the experiment
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