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Abstract
Soil and Water Conservation Agronomy (or sustainable agriculture) serves as the basis for agri-
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cultural control measure that is among the “three elementary soil and water conservation tool-
boxes”. This course is currently the only introductory and comprehensive course for practicing
sustainable agriculture on sloped farmlands. However, the importance of Soil and Water Conser-
vation Agronomy has not yet been recognized by students because the traditional prejudice
against agronomic courses in Chinese culture. Therefore, the registration of the courses is usually
low and students do not input as much time and efforts as other courses. To overcome this, we
team up with instructors, researchers and international agronomists and developed six new
strategies. These strategies include optimizing curriculum content system, carrying out “course
ideological and political education”, bilingual teaching, participatory teaching, promoting the con-
struction of test questions database, and strengthening practical teaching. With these practices,
the registration rate has increased from less than 16% to over 96%, the enthusiasm of stu-
dents are greatly mobilized in class, and the degree of mastery of relevant knowledge has
been more solid, which has improved the scientific research quality of students and cultivated the
three-agricultural sentiment and enhanced students’ professional self-confidence. A preliminary
survey shows that the number of students engaged in soil and water conservation agrono-
my-related work has increased by more than 30%.
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