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Abstract

English textbooks are the foundation and main basis for English teaching. The newly revised Com-
pulsory Education Curriculum Standards issued by the Ministry of Education in 2022 state that
learners can compare the similarities and differences between Chinese and foreign cultures through
textbooks, develop the ability of cross-cultural communication, form healthy aesthetic tastes and
correct values, establish an international perspective and strengthen cultural confidence. This
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requires that English textbooks, as the carriers of English teaching, present cultures with diverse
themes and contents. Illustrations, as an important part of English textbooks, present cultural con-
tents and themes in a vivid and interesting way. This article will take the illustrations in the new
English textbooks for junior high school published by People’s Education Press, PEP EFL 74, in 2024
as an example to analyze the classification of the themes and contents of cultural representation.
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Table 1. Thematic coding of the presentation of culture (Ministry of Education of the PRC, 2021)
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Table 2. Coding of the presented content of culture (Jiang Yuhong et al., 2024)
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Table 3. Examples of coding for the analysis of cultural representation in textbook illustrations
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Figure 1. Themes of cultural presentation in textbook illustrations
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Figure 2. The frequency of themes of cultural presentation in textbook illustrations
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Figure 3. Presented content of cultural presentation in textbook illustrations
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Figure 4. The frequency of presented content of cultural presentation in textbook illustrations
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