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Abstract

As language learners, when studying a new language, it is essential to acquire the correct sentence
structures to express oneself. Mastering English tenses plays a crucial role in effective language ex-
pression. There exists a significant difference between Chinese and English tenses; in Chinese, time
is more commonly denoted by clear time adverbials rather than through verb forms as in English.
Therefore, this article analyzes the usage of verb tenses in English essays written by students of a
certain class, utilizing theories of error analysis and contrastive analysis. It also explores relevant
teaching suggestions and learning strategies to assist both teachers and students in resolving issues
related to tense errors in writing. The ultimate goal is to enhance the written output abilities of the
students in this class.
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