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Abstract

As one of the key elements of English core literacy, the cultivation of cultural awareness plays an
important role in reading teaching. However, there are some problems in the current junior high
school English reading teaching, such as the formalization of culture introduction, the shallow un-
derstanding, the single contrast and the false communication experience. Combining teaching cases,
this paper introduces how to solve these problems in different stages of reading teaching, cultivate
students’ cultural awareness, implement the fundamental task of cultivating morality and cultivat-
ing people, and improve students’ cultural literacy.
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Table 1. The cultural elements in junior middle school English textbooks
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S1: Because cakes and candies are sweet.

T: Yes, but why do people eat sweet food on birthdays?

S1: Because sweet food can make people happy...

S2: Because the shape of eggs is round.

T: What do you mean?

S2: In China, the word “round” denotes contentment and joy.

S3: ..
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G1: They both think friends are important.

T: Do they both esteem camaraderie? Why do you believe so?

G1: Because Marc consistently shows up promptly for gatherings with his friends, demonstrating a strong appreciation
for the relationships he has.

T: I agree. I must ask: How can you be sure Teresa values friendship, despite her tardiness?

G1: Because she says that spending time with our family and friends is important to us in our daily routines.”

T: Excellent! You’ve found evidence to support your idea.

MEL BRI BLR H, FATA A SR A NG PRI 7 — A Se e b, 5 AAIE
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G2: Despite their disparate methods of managing time, they are both content and feel at ease.

T: What leads you to believe that? What phrases demonstrate their contentment?

G2: Teresa explains that they prefer to savor their moments leisurely, frequently strolling through the town center to catch
up with friends. Meanwhile, Marc mentions their tendency to seek out engaging activities or outings as a pair, indicating their
laid-back lifestyle.

T: Indeed, they opt for the lifestyles that bring them pleasure and ease. Therefore, it is evident that they both strive to live

contented lives.
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In China, arriving within 10 minutes of the agreed time is not considered tardy; however, if you arrive more than one
minute after the designated hour, it is deemed so. On the other side of the Pacific, in Mexico, it is common for people to show
up half an hour late for a planned meeting. Due to Germany’s historical focus on industry, it is customary to be punctual and
arrive at least 10 minutes early for a scheduled meeting. In contrast, in Nigeria, if a meeting is set for 1:00 pm, it is common

for it to start anytime between 1:00 pm and 2:00 pm.
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S2: It is essential to familiarize ourselves with the various traditions of different countries beforehand.
S2: We should be understanding when facing cultural conflicts.

S3: We can communicate with each other in a clear way.
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