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Abstract

With the continuous advancement of China’s education reform and the full implementation of the
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new curriculum standards, life-oriented teaching has become an important method for the geogra-
phy discipline to achieve its educational goals. To analyze the research trends of life-oriented teach-
ing in middle school geography in China, this paper uses CiteSpace 6.3 R1 software to conduct a
visual analysis of 1172 papers from the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database
from 2003 to 2024. The research findings are as follows: (1) The number of published papers has
gone through three stages: a gradual period, an explosion period, and a decline period, which are
closely related to educational reforms such as the implementation of the new curriculum standards
and the proposal of core competencies. The researchers are generally independent and highly
engaged, but only a small number of them cooperate, and the cooperation relationships are mainly
within the same region. Normal universities play a leading role in the research on life-oriented teach-
ing in middle school geography, but there is a lack of cross-institutional cooperation. (2) In the early
stage, the research hotspots focused on teaching strategies for junior and senior high school geog-
raphy, and gradually extended to the cultivation of core competencies. Future research needs to
break the dilemma of academic isolation by building cooperation platforms; deepen the cultivation
of competencies and pay attention to students’ real-life situations; and draw on international edu-
cational experiences to enrich teaching strategies, so as to promote geography education to truly
achieve the goal of “starting from life and returning to life applications”.
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Figure 1. Distribution map of relevant literature on life-oriented middle school geography teaching
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Figure 2. Co-line network map of authors publishing papers on life-oriented middle school geography teaching
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Figure 3. Keyword co-occurrence map of relevant literature on life-oriented middle school
geography teaching
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Table 2. Ranking of high-frequency keywords in the research on life-oriented middle school geography teaching
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Figure 4. Keyword clustering map of life-oriented middle school geography teaching
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Figure 5. Keyword timeline map of relevant literature on life-oriented middle school geography teaching
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