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Abstract

County-level public high schools (“county high schools”) are an important component of China’s
high school education system. In recent years, they have faced the “collapse” predicament of losing
quality student sources, weakening teacher forces, and declining educational quality, which has se-
riously affected the county-level educational ecology and socioeconomic development. This paper
analyzes the causes of the “county high school collapse” from multiple dimensions, including edu-
cational involution, urbanization process, student source loss, and institutional mechanisms. It
points out that the key factors leading to the predicament of county high schools are the one-sided
pursuit of college admission rates, the urban-rural imbalance of educational resources, the vicious
cycle of quality student source loss, and insufficient fiscal investment. Combining the school choice
behavior logic of parents in county areas, the paper also explores the rational trade-offs, cultural
reproduction, and bounded rationality decision-making mechanisms behind this from economic,
sociological, and psychological perspectives. To address these issues, the paper proposes counter-
measures and suggestions to break through the development predicament of county high schools,
including promoting coordinated development between cities and counties, improving evaluation
and support mechanisms, implementing distinctive and differentiated competition, and enhancing
the attractiveness of county-level education. The aim is to revitalize the county-level educational
ecology through multi-pronged efforts, providing theoretical references and practical paths for the
revitalization of county-level education.
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