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Abstract

“Design Fundamentals” is a compulsory course for first-year students in design universities, serving
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as a crucial bridge between the broad-based, general foundational training of the first year and the
targeted, continuous, and purpose-driven professional courses of the third and fourth years. While
empathy plays a significant role in professional courses and design practice, its cultivation and ap-
plication within design fundamentals have not yet received sufficient attention. Recognizing the
foundational and essential role of empathy in art and design disciplines, and considering current
trends in art and design education, this study proposes integrating empathy into fundamental de-
sign education. It outlines an educational pathway centered on empathy cultivation, encompassing
training methods, teaching arrangements, and evaluation criteria. The goal is to better connect the
relationship between design fundamentals, basic design, and professional courses, while expanding
awareness of empathy, helping students gain diverse perspectives and experiences, and uncovering
the deeper value of empathy in the design field. Ultimately, empathy will become a key force in driv-
ing social progress and creating more human-centered designs, leading us toward a future that em-
braces greater understanding and respect for diversity.
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