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Abstract

As a critical reading strategy, inference plays a pivotal role in fostering deep comprehension of texts.
Utilizing Nvivo12 to code and analyze the instructional transcripts of whole-book reading lessons
from 8 master elementary Chinese language teachers, this study reveals that the primary inference
strategies employed or guided by teachers during whole-book reading instruction are “reasoning
strategies for global coherence”. Conversely, “reasoning strategies for local coherence” are used
with relatively lower frequency and are predominantly guided implicitly. Some teachers incorpo-
rate reading sheets into their instruction. Regarding teaching methods, discussion, small-group dis-
cussions, and comparative analysis are most frequently utilized. Elementary Chinese language
teachers emphasize equality and dialogue within whole-book reading instruction, guiding students
to predict storylines and grasp deeper meanings through inference, thereby enhancing students’
higher-order thinking skills.
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Table 2. Classification of inference strategies by Beishuizen et al., Bu-Xin Zhou, and Xian Liao
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Table 3. Classification of inference strategies
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Table 4. Teaching practices of inference strategies in whole-book reading classroom observations in primary schools
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Table 5. Frequency count of presentation methods for inference strategies
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Table 6. Frequency analysis of teaching methods for inference strategies
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Table 7. Frequency count of worksheet usage in the teaching of inference strategies
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Figure 1. Worksheet from Zhang Zuqing’s classroom record of Hachiko
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Figure 2. Worksheet from Wang Songzhou’s classroom record of Memories

of Peking: South Side Stories
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Figure 3. Diagram of the practical teaching system of automation major
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