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Abstract

The definition of the research object of education is the key to the sustainable development of the
discipline of education. Starting from the basic definition of education, this article elaborates on the
core position of determining the research object of education in the entire development process of
the discipline. Through a systematic review and analysis of seven representative viewpoints dis-
cussed in academia, including “education,” “people,” “educational facts,” “educational existence,”
“educational phenomena,” “educational problems,” and “educational phenomena and their laws,”
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the advantages and limitations of each viewpoint in theoretical construction and practical applica-
tion are revealed, and corresponding viewpoints are comprehensively proposed. Standing at a new
historical starting point, facing the diverse needs of the development of education, we should clarify
the purpose of the discussion, uphold an equal and inclusive academic attitude, rationally examine
and respect the unique value of various different perspectives, and work together to optimize and
construct the theoretical system of education, in order to fundamentally promote the comprehen-
sive and sustainable development of the discipline of education.
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