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Abstract

This paper addresses the issue of “absence of critical thinking” in the teaching of literary text read-
ing in senior high school English. Based on reader-response criticism theory, it conducts a textual
analysis by taking the fable “The Stone in the Road” as a case study. The study finds that by construct-
ing an appealing structure in its theme, characters, language, and narrative framework, the text cre-
ates an open semantic space, guiding students to engage in higher-order thinking activities such as
analysis, reasoning, and evaluation, and thus demonstrating significant potential for fostering critical
thinking. The study further designs a classroom teaching scheme centered on “deconstructing narra-
tive strategies”, which guides students to shift from passive knowledge reception to active meaning
construction through hierarchical tasks. This study provides theoretical foundations and practical ap-
proaches for the achievement of “critical thinking guidance” based on textbook texts in senior high
school English classrooms.
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Tablel. Fish’s reader-response criticism [9] [10]
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Table 2. Hierarchical theoretical model of critical thinking ability [6]
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Table 3. Appealing structure and reader response in thematic imagery
F# 3 THERPNBMRENSILERN

BLEEER FEXCA A BRI B 5 RE RN B

Sk BE A HSERRERS,  2 E E
“a large stone in the middle of the main A0 “TEETR” . &M T AT,

Bk street” MR R T, o B
“gold coins under the stone” FAnei g B2 “IRATE S 3, " ’

R R A EERAFNT EAL? 7

& TR, B EE— R
RFRRE. X EME B iy
RNT HF, R T N0 ST ER?
E £ 122 hi2 4 5 o HIE R )
AR, WE—J7 AT NEEARSE? 7
AR =R B R R, T —A
245 T2 : “shouted” . “angrily went away ”  “fIsRag =" o A R EEF L TN

HEFL. VRO

& “the gold is yours, because you are the
WZIE . RIETE

only person who has learnt the lesson”

grifr. HEEE

BB RN @ “limped away in tears” W —E 55, ANha AT R R E A WA b
Yf%: “saidto herself... Pllmove it” 1?2 fEtEls. %%, EEFMMERE =
% ? ”»

% 3 WAL B, B REWAN A S OCER R, JFUIEE AL “Y kG 5 CEETHR” 1
N, P HAEEMRKAA R 1A, PREMRRIEVEEE & MRS )8, R
W5 L EREZ RPN . FERGSNIX Erf, AT 5] 515038 MSCA 10 5 IO EE kb, s o A
NESAT NI ZE S
3.2. TS MRS

HIAE 4 TR, B ORI BPDRE SR AR T SO IR 5 MG . B %G, B0 7 BN AN 5 i HEAT A,
AL ELHL G TER NIERE IR 7 » LLRO AN R AN SRR (K0 EL, RIS S B HEDP R 1« )
RedR” o Hk, AT NS XL, S s A RAT NS, (MM ELRE . &
Ja, ERURHA, B B B B YRR A IR B Y, OREF B AL RIS RIL T e
RE TR RE T IR 7 o

DOI: 10.12677/ces.2026.143167 41 ClE e E= R


https://doi.org/10.12677/ces.2026.143167

BRE, RPE

Table 4. Appealing structure and reader response in linguistic style
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Table 5. Appealing structure and reader response in character traits
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Table 6. The functions of narrative structure and reader response
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Table 7. Appealing structure and the cultivation of critical thinking ability in “Mother of Ten Thousand Babies”
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X «over 50,000 babies” 5 EL{A 345 T TS WA WS i B, A HEE: E =
(WY L. IR ) ERE A e PSERIEHE EAES 6 NN TS
BELEfE A “first woman ever” | “highest “wEiTERUE” NPT Gd S A B AL ) i
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4
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A WRBBNMEIROBRSE “ARKTRNETN” o AKETAE ANES L “R5” , 4&m
SR RS o ARG, AR EH TR S 4.
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246 B RIER B AU ERF A —FE . 40 THE FAk)E, KUR: “What fool put this stone here?”
MG AE SR AN . LB RA K, AEC/NS:  “This stone is a danger to anyone... I’ll move
it W E R, MREEEAMRIR. — X, AT R S R e AN A

(Bt s A e 8 U R A I TR 5 B A, X AT A5 o B0 mT IS4 5] 5 A DR SR AR IX Fol %t
E” o)

A Ce FIEE RIS N B 1A A AR 5 10 Fe A o 5 A= 05 T AE 2oy, B3] 2 crashed ™ “ spilling 7
“tripped” « “wentcrashing” . {H5 %K}, J& “pushed withall her might” . “succeeded in moving” ,
S — AN BRI IJBAE BT AR e ARFRATTAS B o 0] 7 B N AR 6 T IR .

(Bt s FAERKIE S M SRR MR AT R, B4 NEREH, X IER R KR X 1k
Mo BUTRIGIN “HTHES aife] 5 S R S, )

24D WREBMNED T, ALMSTRLZNFIT, BT, fEWMESERFENET.

(Fefade sl FAERBYETF A M A “TuNAT” Z T —— B0 AU SIS A B ane] 520 5 2 AT S
X2 R BB R RE 1R R IO H AR, UM 5 AR ZRIR T )

PR, A CAEEHE R TR UM E S SIREFENZL: FEER. B D
GIHE ey A

4.2. BEXFIRT

HT 3 AR = P IEE &= Unit 2 “The Stone in the Road” = 73 M 45 ¥ 6 4t )1k FB 4 B2 72 (78 i
ST UL B AR AR H P SR “HEANE 7 AT ARNECE AT B A, SR T — e 80 A v IR
b BER: 51 224 8 S B R a2, i UARP AR RIS (F RS ES.

AW RUEEG ), IF BRSNS U TS0 B S B 5 AT, AT A LA S
HUEd R

Lead in: “Today let’s see how the fable The Stone in the Road gets us to think via its specific words, phrases
and plot arrangement.”

Activity 1: Read the text silently and think: Which detail or element in the story left the deepest impression
on you or raised questions for you? (10 mins)

Activity 2: Read closely and complete the comparison table of characters’ responses. (20 mins)

T: “What is the essential difference in the words spoken by the milkman, the woman and the girl? What
immediate mindsets do their words reveal about them?” (5] 5% EL#E511E)

T: “What differences are there in the verbs describing how they encountered and responded to the stone?
What kind of visual imagery and emotional feelings do these verbs evoke in you?” (5| SIS E 45 16 5)

B IR

© MAREL, RET=HADMNIES TS .

@ NHEE, HEX LR - REEEEME - HREHR).

@ R, RESVEF W T A 51 S S A A AN [

(PP A WA ey I SCAS B BCHERA A8 15 IR T 06 L (A B ) - )
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Activity 3: Focus on metaphor and debate the narrative function of the “Gold Coin”. (20 mins)

T: “Do you think the core plot device of the gold coin hidden under the stone is ingenious or not? Please
form your own stance on this.”

T: “Please find evidence from the text to support your viewpoint. For instance, how does it affect the purity
of the girl’s actions? Does it make the moral of the story more complex?”

TEEN AR

@© WA NHWT, EHETI .

@ SHFSLI KRR A SCA R ) 1~2 SRR .

@ Gl AT SR L PR B FHL

(PPN e PP 2R AR SCARBEAT AR R AR, LA AR SO R B B (HEBE S5 1R 1528 ) - )

Activity 4: Examine the narrative framework and reflect on “How the narrative guides me.” (25 mins)

T: “If the story’s sequence were reversed—with the girl moving the stone first, followed by the others’ com-
plaints—would the persuasiveness of the whole story change? Why?” (5] 5 JiEAUZE )

T: “In the text, sentences such as ‘The king was in despair’ and ‘Imagine her surprise’—what is the narrator
doing by writing these? Are we obliged to accept this kind of emotional guidance?” (51 5 VERGA & T-7)

TGN IR

© 5 187 5 1 V80 R 456 P 52

@ WE SRR SR (P R - R B - RIIES] - 15 I 4548).

@ B E OB, ML T2 7 51T, AEMREeH Ty R A T RS AE ]

(PP LR SRR AR R 15 BE R IR B RSB0 3L ) B A 52 ma o i) . )

Conclusion and assignments (5 mins):

T: “After deconstructing the story, do you have any new, original opinions about its moral? Please think
independently and write a brief reader’s conclusion.”

(PPN EE i ISR ) “B 4507, PN LRE R SR IR 0T, T A ST SCHE AR LA (45
& PR ). )

5. &hig

AW FCEE T3 VA CFEIR, #8787 B F UK “The Stone inthe Road” 78 38U 4
WE A SRS IR E R, RGBT HB IR 00T RS VRN S5 b 4R TE e
W FEidE— R B T e A 9 — A DL “ R AU 308 7 i I se B i, i BRI IR AT 5556
51 G 2E R R W R S0 BB B 3 B A ) B AR ) X ASSURE T B S SR SEI T
I8 AT, ORI ER TGS T H B 0E . BT R OSURE AN ETRHE 7 & m Eie 21
LS.
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