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Abstract

The local government-funded teacher education policy is a crucial institutional design for addressing
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the shortage of rural teachers and promoting high-quality and balanced educational development.
Since the implementation of the government-directed cultivation plan for primary and secondary
school teachers in the Canton, East, West, and North regions of Guangdong Province in 2018, ap-
proximately 20,000 individuals have been enrolled, injecting new vitality into the rural teacher
workforce. However, during policy implementation, government-funded teacher education faces
multiple dilemmas: practical considerations for application lead to a weak foundation for profes-
sional identity; “de-localized” training programs result in insufficient local adaptability; the virtu-
alization of collaborative cultivation mechanisms causes a mismatch between supply and demand;
and the softening of contract performance guarantee mechanisms leads to frequent contract
breaches. Based on an analysis of Guangdong Province’s policy documents and a review of relevant
literature, this paper systematically examines the internal mechanisms of the aforementioned di-
lemmas. Furthermore, it explores improvement pathways for government-funded teacher educa-
tion from dimensions such as career guidance in admissions selection, culturally responsive train-
ing programs, substantive construction of collaborative mechanisms, a combination of rigidity and
flexibility in contract performance management, and whole-process empowerment through devel-
opment support. This aims to provide a reference for perfecting the government-funded teacher
cultivation system with Guangdong characteristics and cultivating a contingent of rural teachers
who are “willing to go to the grassroots, able to stay there, capable of teaching well, and provided
with development opportunities”.
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