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Abstract

Guided by the Activity-based Approach to English Learning, this paper constructs a practical
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teaching model for cultural relic-themed English instruction. Using the “Agate Bowl with Gold Rim”
from Anhui Museum as a case study, the model is built upon a tripartite collaboration among uni-
versities, museums, and secondary schools. It designs teaching activities across three progressive
levels—learning and understanding, application and practice, and transfer and innovation—to ex-
plore effective pathways for integrating deep cultural learning with values education. Practical re-
sults indicate that this model significantly enhances students’ interest in English learning and facil-
itates the transformation of linguistic knowledge into cultural literacy. The practice validates the
feasibility of the museum-school collaboration mechanism within interdisciplinary contexts. It pro-
vides a replicable pedagogical model for “telling China’s stories well in English” in the new era, hold-
ing significant implications for cultivating students’ critical thinking skills and sense of social re-
sponsibility.
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Table 1. Three-level objective system
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Teacher: What’s your first impression of it? Try to use one word to describe it.

Student;: Precious?

T: Yes, other words?

S»: Mysterious.

T: Yes. This is the treasure of Anhui Museum-the Agate Bowl with Gold Rim. Today, let’s explore the beauty
of it.
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Figure 1. Instructional flow chart
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It has natural veins and graceful lustre.

It was owned by the noble in the Song Dynasty.

It shows the special craftsmanship in ancient China.

As arenowned cultural relic, it is an important treasure of Anhui Museum.
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T: The Song Dynasty people liked simple and elegant things. Why did they add a gold rim to the agate bowl?
Is it just for decoration?

S3: Maybe they wanted to protect the bowl?

S4: 1 think gold makes it look more expensive.

T: Good. In Song Dynasty, the gold rim was not only for protection but also a symbol of taste. It reflects the
harmony between nature and craftsmanship.

WG, BOMGINRASES:, LR AR EEN R RIT 0, 51 3941018:  “How does this bowl
reflect the life of Song people?” , #ETT WG R H:  “It shows they enjoyed a slow and artistic life.” .
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