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Abstract

Reading is an important approach to improve language competence. Essentially, it is a complex cog-
nitive process involving interaction between readers and texts. Readers need to activate their ex-
isting schemata, including background knowledge, life experience and cognitive frameworks, to in-
terpret textual information. Taking a senior high school quality lesson as an example, this study,
based on Schema Theory, explores the practical paths of background knowledge activation, cogni-
tive framework construction and meaning transfer in biography reading classrooms through text
analysis and teaching procedure deconstruction. The study finds that the lesson effectively activates
students’ original schemata and constructs new cognitive structures via the progressive task chain
of “title prediction-career sorting-quality induction”, but there is still room for improvement in the
explicit teaching of biographical genre schemata and the expansion of critical schemata. This re-
search aims to provide instructional strategy references for the in-depth interpretation of English
biographical texts in senior high schools from the perspective of schema theory.
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Table 1. Core formal features of biographies and their corresponding teaching strategies
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HAT T R A Wl 4 I LS St 55 W
sy DTSSR RS, RIEERTE S SRS R, BT
A i) B, HOEL A
oy DWRBEIUE RGN, & LSRRI, AT e R
T F B A TR ) S R
My DT S GRS 5 SRR ORI, SRR
SR 1 (A SR Rik, HHTER

5.2. SIAFMMBGE, hRAFIEER

Table 2. Activity process of thematic discussion for critical schema expansion

= 2. P ER AR EETNLEIIRER
Bl PR HARN %
FOMWIRGIE S LA, A% O BRI RO R CCAR SRR SR 5, % “ Yuan made large dona-

tions to agricultural research” Z5fH %R A); 4451 5iE:  “Please first find relevant evidence from the
text about Yuan’s scientific pursuits and influences, then think about the two sides of hybrid rice, and try
to express your views with text support.”

o gy RO, RS2 AN MR R A, RS, SAE 2N, T
C s 1 AR EESCAEE, 1 A S SIS0 A, BSR4 7 40 Rk 23 ]

FHBESHZ ORI, 2EPRASOR RIS, B E S SR KOCARKYE, RSBy
3. NHVHE SIEHEZ AL, TR S, #7E5] FiE:  “Don’t rush to deny the other view, try to find the
balance between food security and ecological protection combined with Yuan’s story.”
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BOMRA WAL - SCAKE - BHIFR S ” HEZLEATARIE, A E451%:  “Yuan's pursuit of hybrid

5. BEgEFHE  rice is to solve food security, and his donations to agricultural research also imply attention to sustainable
development. Science should balance benefits and risks.” , #3224 s E it EIPE R R .

L s A

4. YR

7E Why ELRIZCEIATT, B8 R Bt (XL " @ s . i i s A7 JE e i) i)
— “Some argue that hybrid rice farming may reduce biodiversity. How does Yuan’s story challenge or support
this view?” 51 522 2B TR EE RS SCAS . BoR 222 45430 H “ Yuan made large donations to agricultural research”
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Table 3. Implementation table for in-depth exploration of linguistic schemata
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