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Abstract

Under the context of the reading-image era and the widespread use of multimodal discourse, the
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Compulsory Education English Curriculum Standards have formally incorporated “viewing” into the
English language skill system. “Viewing” is not only a receptive skill but also a productive one. It
refers to a comprehensive ability to identify, integrate, and understand visual information, as well as
to conduct critical analysis and creative expression. The development of “viewing” sKkills plays a sig-
nificant role in enhancing students’ language competence, fostering cultural awareness, improving
thinking quality, and promoting learning ability. It serves as a key pathway for implementing the core
competencies of the English subject. However, in current English teaching practices, several prob-
lems remain in cultivating “viewing” skills, including the lack of clear objectives and theoretical
support in activity design, insufficient exploration of the educational value of multimodal resources,
an overemphasis on outcomes rather than processes, and weak connections between in-class and
out-of-class learning. As a result, training often becomes superficial and lacks depth. In response,
this study proposes development strategies oriented toward core competencies: clarifying instruc-
tional objectives and systematically designing “viewing” activities; making full use of multimodal texts
to guide students in analyzing the relationship between visual elements and textual meaning; and
promoting the integration of viewing with listening, speaking, reading, and writing to achieve coordi-
nation between input and output. In a multimodal information environment, the scientific cultivation
of “viewing” skills helps students efficiently extract information, deepen comprehension, move be-
yond traditional reading patterns, and comprehensively enhance their overall English literacy.
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