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Abstract

Grounded in the concept of hidden curriculum, this study constructs a three-dimensional mechanism
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model—comprising material culture, institutional climate, and the psychological dimension of cul-
ture—for cultivating cultural identity in senior high school English education. It further explores
practical pathways for its implementation. Specifically, strategies are proposed across three dimen-
sions: constructing an ecology of cultural input, establishing effective interactive mechanisms, and fa-
cilitating the internalization of cultural identity. These approaches aim to foster students’ cultural
confidence, intercultural communicative competence, and awareness of cultural communication in
subtle yet impactful ways. The analysis indicates that hidden curriculum can compensate for the
limitations of explicit curriculum, promoting a shift in cultural learning from superficial knowledge
acquisition to deep identity construction. Ultimately, the study offers a supportive educational ecol-
ogy for enhancing students’ intercultural narrative competence and advancing the global commu-
nication of Chinese culture.
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Figure 1. The three-dimensional mechanism model of hidden curriculum: A pathway to cultivating cultural
identity in senior high school English education
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