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Abstract

Cultivating students’ cultural literacy is a core priority of senior high school English education. Nev-
ertheless, the in-depth value of cultural elements has not been fully explored in current English
teaching practice. Centering on Unit 3 Diverse Cultures of the People’s Education Press (PEP) Senior
High School English Compulsory Course 3, this paper adopts the methods of literature research and
textual analysis to explore the presentation modes, core characteristics, teaching predicaments and
optimization paths of cultural elements contained in the unit. The findings indicate that the unit
boasts such strengths as multimodal integration and balanced presentation of dual cultural per-
spectives, yet it is also confronted with certain challenges, including insufficient in-depth interpre-
tation of native culture and the lack of hierarchical design in intercultural practice activities. On the
one hand, this paper can serve as a reference model for teachers to analyze cultural elements in
textbooks and facilitate the optimization of their teaching design. On the other hand, the full explo-
ration of cultural elements in textbooks is conducive to improving students’ intercultural commu-
nicative competence.
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