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Abstract

As international Chinese language education transitions from the traditional focus on language
skills to a model characterised by the deep integration of “language and culture”, study tours—as
an experiential and immersive form of teaching—have become a key vehicle for enhancing the cul-
tural identity and language proficiency of overseas Chinese youth. However, the current develop-
ment of study tour programmes is generally characterised by superficial utilisation of real-world
resources, insufficient exploration of cultural significance, and a lack of cross-cultural adaptability;
this makes it difficult to effectively transform rich historical and cultural resources into high-quality
educational products. Taking Datong in Shanxi as a case study, this paper focuses on the mecha-
nisms for transforming on-site resources within study-travel programmes, with the aim of con-
structing a systematic theoretical framework and practical pathway for resource transformation.
The study first reviews the theories of experiential learning, situational cognition and constructivist
learning. Subsequently, it conducts an in-depth analysis of Datong’s unique core on-site resources—
such as the Yungang Grottoes, the Hanging Temple and the Ancient City Walls of Datong—as the
ancient capital of the Northern Wei dynasty and a strategic stronghold during the Liao and Jin dyn-
asties, elucidating their historical significance in terms of multicultural integration, architectural
ingenuity and ethnic interaction, exchange and assimilation. Building on this foundation, this paper
proposes specific pathways for transforming real-world resources into study-tour course resources:
linking disparate attractions into a narrative chain through thematic integration; transforming
static landscapes into dynamic inquiry projects through task-driven approaches; and enriching sen-
sory experiences through multimodal presentation. Taking into account the specific cultural back-
grounds and language proficiency levels of overseas students of Chinese descent, the study further
designed appropriateness strategies from a cross-cultural perspective. The findings of this study
provide empirical support for enriching the resource base of international Chinese language edu-
cation, whilst also offering a replicable model for the development of distinctive study-tour pro-
grammes in other regions; this holds significant theoretical and practical implications for promot-
ing the “going global” of Chinese culture in the future.
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Table 1. Design framework for transforming Datong’s real-world resources into study-tour courses
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