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Abstract

This study employed the CiteSpace bibliometric visualization tool to conduct a systematic analysis
of 397 valid research articles on generative artificial intelligence (GenAl) and second-language (L2)
writing indexed in the China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database from 2016 to 2026.
Through publication-trend statistics, keyword co-occurrence, cluster analysis, timeline mapping, and
citation-burst detection, this study systematically examined the publication trends, research hotspots,
and evolutionary trajectory of this field over the past decade. The findings show that the volume of
publications remained low before 2023 and then grew explosively over the past three years, peak-
ing in 2025. The research hotspots can be summarized into four core areas: intelligent writing feed-
back and pedagogical applications, L2 writing across differentiated educational contexts, writing
evaluation and academic writing, and technological support alongside the transformation of
teacher roles. The evolution of this field can be roughly divided into three stages: an embryonic
exploration stage (2016~2022), a technology-intervention stage (2023), and a rapid-development
stage (2024~2026), with senior high school English writing, activity theory, and human-AlI collabo-
ration emerging as new research frontiers. This study presents a clear overview of the landscape of
research on generative Al and second language writing within the Chinese academic community,
offering a reference for future research and pedagogical practice in the field. In addition, drawing
on international English-language reviews, this study further compares domestic and interna-
tional research trends, finding a high degree of consensus on Al-assisted writing feedback along-
side notable differences in methodological rigor, attention to critical issues, and educational-stage
coverage.
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Figure 1. Chart of publication volume, 2021~2026
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Figure 2. Keyword collocation map
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Figure 3. Keyword clustering diagram
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