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Abstract

Since the launch of the reform of township administrative division adjustments and village-level
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organizational restructuring in Sichuan Province in 2019, the spatial realignment of rural schools has
entered a new phase of acceleration. This round of school consolidation policies is driven not only by
the national strategic objective of advancing high-quality and equitable compulsory education, but
also by the adaptive logic of Sichuan’s own “dual reform” initiative. However, during the implementa-
tion process, Sichuan, as a major mountainous province in western China, faces practical dilemmas
including difficulties in geographic-spatial adaptation, inadequate protection of vulnerable groups,
inefficient integration of educational resources, and imbalanced demands among multiple stakehold-
ers. Based on policy text analysis and field investigations across multiple counties in Sichuan, this pa-
per proposes optimization strategies from four dimensions: differentiated school layout standards, a
full-chain guarantee for students’ access to schooling, deeply integrated resource allocation, and a
multi-stakeholder collaborative governance mechanism, with the aim of providing decision-making
references for the spatial adjustment of rural education in ethnic minority regions and mountainous
provinces under the Rural Revitalization Strategy.
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