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Abstract

The English Curriculum Standards for Compulsory Education (2022 Edition) lists thinking dispositions
as an important component of the core competencies of the English subject. This study takes the read-
ing test items from the official unified junior high school English examination papers in Chongqing as
its research objects, including a total of 61 items from the reading comprehension and task-based read-
ing sections of the 2024 A paper, the 2025 paper, and the 2026 paper. Based on the stage objectives for
thinking dispositions in the curriculum standards (Grades 7~9/Level 3), a content analysis is con-
ducted from three levels: “Observation and Discrimination (L1)”, “Induction and Inference (L2)”, and
“Critique and Innovation (L3)”. The findings are as follows: (1) In the overall three-year distribution,
L1 accounts for 50.8%, L2 for 42.6%, and L3 for 6.6%; (2) Reading comprehension is concentrated at
the L1 and L2 levels (98.0% combined), while the L3 level accounts for 25.0% in task-based reading,
forming a complementary pattern between the two item types, which is consistent with the design logic
of progressive difficulty in the examination paper; (3) From 2024 to 2026, the proportion of L3 items
rose from 4.3% to 10.5%, and expanded from appearing only in task-based reading to also appearing
inreading comprehension, indicating that test developers are gradually strengthening the assessment
of higher-order thinking dispositions. The sample of this study is limited to three years of official
Chongqing junior high school entrance examination papers, and the conclusions can only serve as a
reference for local examination trends in Chongqing, and should not be directly generalized to English
examination practices in other provinces and cities across the country. Based on the findings, this pa-
per proposes suggestions such as reading instruction should focus on the progressive cultivation of
thinking levels, make full use of open-ended tasks to train higher-order thinking, and promote teaching
reform through assessment reform.
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Table 3. Distribution of thinking levels in reading comprehension test items from 2024 to 2026
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2024 19 10 (52.6%) 9 (47.4%) 0 (0.0%)
2025 15 8 (53.3%) 7 (46.7%) 0 (0.0%)
2026 15 7 (46.7%) 7 (46.7%) 1(6.7%)
&t 49 25 (51.0%) 23 (46.9%) 1(2.0%)
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Table 4. Distribution of thinking levels in task-based reading test items from 2024 to 2026
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2024 4 2 (50.0%) 1(25.0%) 1(25.0%)
2025 4 2 (50.0%) 1(25.0%) 1(25.0%)
2026 4 2 (50.0%) 1(25.0%) 1(25.0%)
it 12 6 (50.0%) 3(25.0%) 3 (25.0%)
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Table 5. Comparison of thinking levels between the two item types from 2024 to 2026
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Table 6. Overall distribution of thinking levels from 2024 to 2026
F 6.2024~2026 FRARBHEERSH

E Ay B L1 L2 L3

2024 23 12 (52.2%) 10 (43.5%) 1 (4.3%)

2025 19 10 (52.6%) 8 (42.1%) 1(5.3%)

2026 19 9 (47.4%) 8 (42.1%) 2(10.5%)
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