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Abstract

Teaching ideological and political education within microeconomics courses for international stu-
dents in China requires connecting shared disciplinary goals with diverse cultural experiences.
Drawing on the English-medium teaching context at Pingxiang University, this paper examines chal-
lenges in aligning learning goals with students’ backgrounds, connecting educational themes with
disciplinary knowledge, supporting classroom participation, and assessing learning. Guided by cul-
turally responsive teaching, it proposes improvements in overall course design, teaching content,
instructional methods, and assessment. Chinese economic practices and students’ familiar experi-
ences are incorporated into tasks on supply and demand, consumer choice, production and costs,
market structures, and market failure. The design combines theoretical instruction, comparative
case analysis, observations beyond the classroom, and assignment revision. A proposed rubric ad-
dresses disciplinary explanation, comparative analysis, and contextual analysis, connecting rational
consumption, fair competition, and public responsibility with observable learning tasks. The paper
offers a course design for further implementation and evaluation; its feasibility and educational
outcomes have yet to be established through classroom research.
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Figure 1. An instructional design framework for curriculum-based ideological and political
education in microeconomics
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