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Abstract

Based on the analysis of Confucius’ and Mencius’ childhood experiences, genetic cause and inter-
nal state of Confucian ideas are probed. Both Confucius and Mencius had the father-absence expe-
riences in childhood, and the paternal demand aroused from which caused most parts of Confu-
cian ideas. The demanding and calling of paternal love were expressed and abreacted in the extol-
ling and recalling of the great past eras: from Yao, Shun to Wen Wang, Wu Wang and Zhou Gong.
This psychological motivation also resulted in the role playing and acting of a teacher as a father.
The demand of paternal authority was achieved in advocating and stressing of LI, which was the
restriction to individuals. Confucius and Mencius called for filial obedience to father, faithful ob-
edience to King, and respectful obedience to Heaven. These three behaviors were rooted in LI
identically, escalated hierarchically and magnified in projection one by one. Confucius and Men-
cius criticized the times fiercely, and their proposals were not accepted by the society, reflecting
their poor adaption and cognition to society which were brought about from father absence. Fa-
ther absence was the psychological motivation of Confucian ideas, and it was a possible and effec-
tive point of view.
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