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Abstract

Zou Yan (48£7)’s theory of the Cycle of the Five Virtues (F.4&), in other words, the Five Rotatory
Ascendants (FL17t), has two applications. In the first instance, it applies to the succession of dy-
nasties. In the second, it applies to the seasons of the year. That the “Ying-tong” (F.[5]) chapter of
Lii-Shi-Chun-Qiu has incorporated the former application has been shown by previous scholars,
particularly Professor Wang Mengou (E%5#3). What remains to be investigated is whether the
“Yiie-ling” (H4") represents the latter application. The investigation approaches the problem
through the correlation of the Five Ascendants with the Four Seasons, and although it is commonly
assumed that they were directly correlated, this paper argues that originally the Four Seasons
were correlated with the Four Positions (/75) and the Five Ascendants with the Five Positions (L
7, Fihr). The Five Ascendants were, then, superimposed on to the Four Positions and in turn on to
the Four Seasons through the mediation of the Five Positions. This can be seen from the lack of any
attempt at integrating the two. Here, what is more important is the lack of uniformity in the prac-
tice. Tu (%, earth) which is correlated with zhongyang (FR, center) is not given a period of time
of its own in the “Yiie-ling” whereas in the “Shizexun” (FfJl) of Huai-nan-zi (#FF), the last
month of summer is taken from huo (/X, fire) and given to tu (%, earth). There is some evidence
that the practice of Huai-nan-zi is in agreement with what Zou Yan advocated. Thus the “Yiie-ling”
seems to have followed a method somewhat different from that followed by Zou Yan in the corre-
lation of the wu-xing (F1.17) with the Four Seasons.
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