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Abstract

The Nine Surname of Zhaowu mainly refers to the Sogdians living in Central Asia, who had a wide
influence on the Silk Road, and in this article, it refers to the Sogdians who migrated into the Cen-
tral Plains and actively sought integration. Through relevant documents and excavated epitaphs,
this paper explores the process of sinicization of the surname Zhaowu Jiu of the Sogdians of the
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Tang Dynasty through religious beliefs. This process of sinicization was not only the result of the
coercive policies and decrees of the Central Dynasty, but also the result of the Sogdians actively
moving closer to the Central Plains faith in order to seek political power and ethnic interests, so
that their own beliefs were constantly extinguished and finally formally integrated into the Han
nation. At the same time, this religious transformation not only represents the process of siniciza-
tion of the Sogdians, but also shows that the ultimate decline of Zoroastrian and Nestorian beliefs
is not only due to their binding to the regime, but also has a deep national integration background.
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