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Abstract

Compared to the West, the ancient Chinese mythological system underwent a very large and com-
plex and disorderly development process. With the development of the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dy-
nasties, the ideas of various deities were absorbed and developed in a compatible manner. In the
Han dynasty, Confucianism became a theological school, and myths and legends began to spread
among the people, gradually establishing a relatively complete Chinese theological system, which
has continued to today’s concept of the Chinese mythological system. These myths and legends are
all recorded on portrait bricks. The Han Dynasty portrait bricks cover a wide range of contents,
including the lives of the common people in the market, transportation, historical allusions, my-
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thological legends, auspicious patterns, etc. It is the most popular cultural ritual in the Han Dy-
nasty society to record things. Therefore, the records on Han Dynasty portrait bricks are the most
vivid and intuitive example materials for understanding Chinese Han dynasty mythological stories.
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