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Abstract

The Twenty-Four Modes of Poetry is a work of poetry theory, and the manifestation of Taoist thought
in its poetry theory has been a hot research topic for a long time. “Image-metaphor” is the thinking
characteristic of ancient literary theory. At present, it is still in the initial stage to interpret the re-
lation between The Twenty-Four Modes of Poetry and Taoism from image-metaphor thinking. This
paper attempts to discuss the aesthetic characteristics of The Twenty-Four Modes of Poetry from
three aspects: the origin of the metaphor, the thinking mode of the metaphor and the absorption
of the metaphor to Taoist thought, in order to make some contributions to the related research of
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the 24 Poems.
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